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End of the world, or a 

new era? 



O With just under a year to go to Dec. 21,2012, 
experts say there’s no reason to fear the end is 
nigh O The Mayan calendar doesn’t mark 
the apocalypse, they say, but rather the 
end of a more-than-5,000-year era 


PHYLICIA 
TORREVILLAS 

_ ©METRONEWS.CA _ 

I METRO CANADA IN VANCOUVER | 

Doomsday is doomed. 

So say experts, who 
want to dispel a wide¬ 
spread belief that the an¬ 
cient Mayans predicted 
Dec. 21, 2012, to be the 
last day for all hu¬ 
mankind. 

Ja 3 miie Matthews, an as¬ 
tronomer and astrophysi¬ 
cist at the University of 
B.C., said the date simply 
marks the end of a 5,126- 
year era in the “long 
count” Mayan calendar. 

This calendar system 
records how many days 
have passed since Aug. 11, 
3114 BC, the day believed 
to be the date of creation. 

But the Mayans weren’t 
warning future genera¬ 
tions about an impending 
gloom and doom just be¬ 
cause they didn’t make 
any physical records of 
their calendar that went 
past the first long count, 
Matthews points out. 

“Why would you ever 
make a calendar that 


starts on the second long 
count, which won’t start 
for a couple thousand 
years after you were 
dead and 

buried?” he asks, 
rhetorically. 

Matthews says it 
would take a Mayan 
astronomer at least 10 
months to carve a cal¬ 
endar pattern into a 
huge piece of stone. 

“There wasn’t a 
point in making and 
going through the ef¬ 
fort of making a calen¬ 
dar that would cover the 
second long count and 
would absolutely be of no 
use to anybody because 
nobody was going to be 
alive.” 

Justin Jennings, lead cu¬ 
rator of the exhibition 
Maya: Secrets of their An¬ 
cient World at the Royal 
Ontario Museum, agrees 
that the Mayan calendar 
predicts not the end 
of the world but a transi¬ 
tion to a new era. 

“For the Maya, the idea 
was a cycle of time would 
end in December, 
but the next day a new cy¬ 


cle 

would be¬ 
gin,” he says. 

“(It’s like) 
when you throw out 
your old calendar: it does¬ 
n’t mean the world ends. 
You get a new one.” 

Matthews says that if 
anything terrible happens 
to the world, it’s not going 
to be anything the Mayans 


foresaw. 

“If something happens 
to the world on Dec. 21, 
2012, it would be some¬ 
thing we would do our¬ 
selves.” 


The source 
of the frenzy: 
The Mayan calendar 

ISTOCK ILLUSTRATION 


There isn’t the slightest 
reason to be worried, 
Matthews adds, as this 
would have been the su¬ 
per party of all time for 
the Mayans. 



I Metro asked ] 


If the world were 
ending, and we 
needed the best and 
brightest so humani¬ 
ty could survive, who 
would you save? 

Out of the 412 pan¬ 
elists who answered, 
the three most popu¬ 
lar picks were: 

1. U.S. President 
Barack Obama. 

2. A doctor. 

3. The Dalai Lama. 
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
(& Sear...at SREAT Prices! 

HALIFAX 

FOLKLORE CENTRE 


1528 Brunswick St. 
422-6350 

Located just off Spring Garden Rd. 



www.halifaxfolklorecentre.com 


Enfield 



s 

Hoine 

•hardware 

building centre 


264 Hwy #2 - Enfield 
902 883 2266 

Only 15 minutes from the city! 


lOXWC MY SPtCIALS^l 


50% OFF 

Christmas Lights, 
Trees, Decorations, 
and Decor 


20V. OFF 
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All stock, including our large 
selection of New Year's Eve outfits 
and jewellery to accessorize! 
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If it’s over, no need to count calories 


O Dirty bananas, barbecue, all-you-can-stomach frites — if it’s the End of Days, locals say they would pig out 


ALY 

THOMSON 

HALIFAX@METRONEWS.CA 


If Doomsday predictions 
about the Mayan calendar 
are to be believed, local 
bomb shelters will be 
crowded in the waning 
days of 2012. 

We asked five locals 
where they would go to 
survive the End of Days. 
Here’s what they said. 


CONTRIBUTED 



Jonathan Torrens, 
actor: 

'Td buy a bunch of Gor¬ 
don Korman books from 
Wozzles (children's book¬ 
store), get a couple oat 
cakes from Steve-0- 
Reno's ... find myself a 
pretty frock at Pretty 
Things Boutique, and ... 
after going to the Clyde 
Street liquor store, I’d tee 
up a pitcher of dirty ba¬ 
nanas and just drink my¬ 
self into oblivion, with my 
wife and children." 


METRO FILE 



Megan Leslie, MP for 
Halifax: 

“I would hope that the 
world would end in the 
late summer, and I would 
be on my back deck in my 
yard, something delicious 
on the barbecue, glass of 
wine in hand, and clean 
laundry on the line. And 
Brothers Meats would be 
closed that day, so on my 
last day on earth my 
sheets wouldn’t smell like 
pepperoni." 


METRO FILE 



Andre Levingston, 
Rainmen owner: 

“I would spend it at the 
IWK because I’d want to 
be with the kids.” 


CONTRIBUTED 



Meaghan Smith, 
singer: 

“I would go down to the 
The Carleton (Music Bar 
& Grill) and I would eat 
maybe three or four 
plates of their frites.... I 
hardly ever eat those. 
They’re so darn good, but 
not so good for my waist 
line. They’re the best 
frites I’ve ever had.... And 
I’d invite all my friends 
and we’d just eat frites 
and wait for everything 
to burn.” 


METRO FILE 



Darrell Dexter, Nova 
Scotia Premier: 

“At the Rainmen game.” 


It was the best 
of times — for 
some of us 


When it comes to the best 
day in our lives, it’s the peo¬ 
ple around us who make it 
special, according to Metro¬ 
politan Panel members. 

More than 200 respon¬ 
dents credited loved ones 
for their most special mem¬ 
ories. 

“The day I married my 
best friend, my husband,” 
one panellist said. 

“The day I met my wife, 
by happy accident. We met 
at a convention where we 
had both planned to leave 
early. I asked her for coffee 
and she said, ‘No, thanks. 
I’ve had enough coffee to¬ 
day’ But I persevered and 
asked her to go for dinner 
the next day.” 

The birth of children fig¬ 
ured prominently. 

“The two days my chil¬ 
dren were bom,” one said. 

“The day my son was 
bom. Nothing else comes 
close to that day,” another 
added. 

Some respondents were 
more into dogs. 

“Getting my dog.... She 


Tom Cruise did it too 


Best random response to 
the Metropolitan Panel 
survey: 

► The best day is the one 
when I decided to go for 
braces at the age of 57- 

loves me no matter what,” 
one person said. 

Only two of the 390 re¬ 
spondents mentioned cats. 

Secret deeds were be¬ 
hind a lot of memories, too. 

“My last girls’ night.... 
We did things our husbands 
shouldn’t know or see,” one 
person said. 

“I went to an amuse¬ 
ment park with the person 
I’m secretly in love with,” 
another said. 

Some responses were 
just sad. 

“Birth. Everything has 
been downhill since then.” 

Another said, “Don’t 
have one. Something al¬ 
ways mucks it up. But that’s 

life.” O FERNANDO CARNEIRO 


Epic travel and sex with 
strangers... now guilt-free! 


Reader tweets 



Here’s where 
some Metro 
readers said 
they would be: 


Travel seems to be the No. 
1 item on most people’s 
bucket lists, according to a 
Metropolitan Panel survey. 

Of the 361 respondents, 
98 said they would like to 
go on one last epic trip be¬ 
fore time mns out. 

“See the seven or eight 
Wonders of the World, and 
go visit the country where I 
was bom,” one panellist re¬ 
sponded. 

“Spend all my savings 
on a super vacation,” an¬ 
other said. 

Some were very specific. 
One wants to ride a Harley 
motorcycle across the Con¬ 
federation Bridge, while 
another wants to go to the 
Playboy Mansion. 

Which brings us to 
“more sex” — another pop¬ 
ular answer. 

And in the case of one 
panellist, not just any sex 
will do. It’ll have to be 
“kinky sexual relations.” Of 
note, “sex with a stranger” 
made the list five times. 

And while a lot of peo¬ 
ple want to tiy scuba div¬ 
ing and sky diving at least 


FLICKR.COM/0LLIE CRAFOORD 



► About 27 per cent of Metro’s survey respondents said 
they would go on one last trip before time runs out. B 


Cats and dogs 


Random bucket-list items 
from the Metropolitan 
Panel survey: 

► Eat a meaty pizza. “I’m a 
vegetarian. If I’m going, I 
might as well take a bunch 
of animals with me.” 


^ Meet an alien. 

► Find my dog that was tak¬ 
en away from me. 

► Go to an opera, in full for¬ 
mal, with my husband. 

► Spend plenty of time with 
my cat. 


once, many respondents 
said it doesn’t matter how 

they spend their last year . 

on Earth as long as it’s with [ “ ) To join the panel, visit 
family. metmpolitanponel.ca 

O FERNANDO CARNEIRO 


► @BernieRegnier: Doing 
yoga in Point Pleasant 
Park... while watching 
ships going in&out the 
port. Cause then the world 
can end 

► @HalifaxProblems: 100% 
you get majority of 
answers stating “in a pub” 
#halifax #halifaxprobs 
#noissues #mychoice 

► @JenniferPierce: By the 
ocean in Eastern Passage, 
because it’s so 
calming and if there was 
an apocalypse I’d need 
some calming down!:) 

In reply to metrohalifax... 

► @keysto: the shipyards! All 
kinds of imported goods 
and maybe a nice 

ship to sail around on! 

► @keysto: the shipyards! All 
kinds of imported goods 
and maybe a nice 

ship to sail around on! 

► @thedrakeiOOi: Bubba 
Rays. Where else am I go¬ 
ing to get all the things 

I love: sports, booze, 
women and wings. 

► @Ghost: with my girlfriend 
and family 

► @DianneVandenberkThe 
Lower Deck with my guy!:) 




































Home Sense 



BOXING WEEK BOXING WEEK 
BOXING WEEK BOXING WEEK 



so unreal 


you'll think you're dreamingl* 


Famous Brand Name 500 Thread Count 2 Pack Pillows 

Duvets Sheet Sets from $19.99 

from $59.99 ■ $ 9.99-$59.99 ■ Compare at $40 and up 

Compare at $120 and up Compare at $80 and up 

Over-the-Door Upholstered Chairs 12 Pack Boxed 

Mirrors $149.99-$199.99 Energy Bars 

$29.99 I Compare at $300 and up I I $9.99 

Compare at $60 Compare at $25 


For store locations and hours, visit www.homesense.ca 

* Comparisons are versus department and specialty store prices. Styles may vary by store, (c) 2011 HomeSense. 


Hot 

boxin 

weeK 

buys 


On 

now! 


Men’s 

branded 

tops 

$14.99 

compare at $69-$78 



w Men’s 

I branded 
1 denim 
L $16.99 


compare at $50 


Free App! See and share 
Fab Finds, get store alerts and 
more with our Fab Finder App 
for iPhone and iPod touch. 


Sheet 
sets 

all sizes 

$19.99 

compare at $35 & up 


Infant 

Activewearsets 

$16.99 

compare at $40 & up 


WINNERS 


For holiday hours and the location nearest you, visit www.winners.ca 


©2011 Winners 

























o6 


metr®news 


metronews.ca 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2011 


Mayan secrets revealed 

O Mayan people did not disappear O There are 10 million Mayan people alive today O Mayans communicated 
with their gods and ancestors to seek advice on decisions such as marriages, warfare, deaths and harvests 


PHYLICIA 
TORREVILLAS 

©METRONEWS.CA 
METRO CANADA IN VANCOUVER 

Justin Jennings, lead cura¬ 
tor of the exhibition Maya: 
Secrets of their Ancient 
World at the Royal Ontario 
Museum, tells Metro why 
the Maya civilization is 
one of the most 
impressive in human his¬ 
tory and sheds light on 
some of the most 
widespread myths about 
the ancient Maya. 


CONTRIBUTED 



BEAUTY 

The ancient Mayans went to ex¬ 
treme lengths to transform their 
bodies through tattooing, face 
painting and body piercing. They 
did cranial modification where 
they wrapped up and tied boards 
to the heads of newborn babies 
to reshape the skull. They also 
filed their teeth. 




CHOCOLATE 

The cacao plant is from this part 
of the world. It was an elite drink 
and only few people could get the 
chocolate. The nobles drank a lot 
of it, usually a mix of chocolate, 
corn and water. Oftentimes, it 
would include chili. Instead of a 
sweet drink like hot chocolate, it 
would be bitter, spicy and foamy, 
like a cappuccino. 


lORGE PEREZ DE LARA/ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM 



BLOODLETTING 

Piercing the skin and allowing 
the blood to flow was carried out 
to communicate with gods and 
ancestors for advice. They would 
prick the skin with a stingray 
spine, bone or rock and collect 
the blood in a pot with cotton 
cloth and burn it. A vision serpent 
would appear in the flames. 



MISCONCEPTIONS 

Maya culture is not dead. There 
are 10 million Mayan people to¬ 
day. Many of their city-states and 
the idea of the sacred rulers that 
organized these cities died out. 
Maya is not an empire. It was nev¬ 
er unified by a single governing 
body, but made up of numerous 
independent city-states with a 
common culture. 
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NEVER MIND THE ZOTZ, FOLKS: THIS IS NOT THE END 


PAUL SULLIVAN 

METRO 

Another 
year, an¬ 
other year- 
end story. 
Yawn. 
Howev¬ 
er: If you 
believe hundreds of books 
and 1,000-plus websites 
and blogs this will be the 
last year-end ever. Noth¬ 
ing boring about that. 

The end really is near, 
they say. Dec. 21, 2012, to 
be precise. That’s the day 
the Mayan “long count” 
calendar ends, and as the 
calendar outlasted the civ¬ 
ilization, there are no 
Mayan calendar guys 
around to tell us what 
that means. 

That hasn’t prevented a 
parade of self-declared 
Mayan-calendar experts 
from speculating that the 
world will end on that 
day, just shy of a year 
from now. For example, 
the movie 2012 featured a 


killer solar flare, a biblical 
flood, a really bad script 
and wooden performanc¬ 
es. Scary. 

That’s the glass-half- 
empty crowd. The half¬ 
full gang, starring people 
like bestselling really bad 
writer William Gladstone, 
author of The Twelve, pre¬ 
fer the New Age interpre¬ 
tation. “Greed and 
materialism will have a 
lesser role in this new era. 
There will be a greater 
emphasis on harmony 
among all living beings.” 

If you use that 
prophety voice, it sounds 
more convincing. 

There’s more. For the 
first time in 26,000 years 
,the centre of the Milky 
Way (our home galaxy) 
and our sun will be in 
alignment. How cool is 
that? Not to mention the 
fact that Dec. 21 is the 
winter solstice and witchy 
stuff happens on the sol¬ 
stice. 

Finally, that glyph of a 
Porky Pig-like character 



JOSHUA TRUJILLO/SEATTLEPI.COM/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



^ Local atheists gathered at 
Dorky’s Arcade in Tacoma, Wasfr/on^l 
May 21 , 2011, the day that radio minister 
Harold Camping had predicted BHH| 
would be the beginning of the rapture. ! 


on the calendar, going 
what appears to be “Duh- 
beeya-duhbeeya- 
duhbeeya that’s all, folks” 
in Mayan is somewhat 
troubling. 


Just kidding about the 
pig- 

After extensive re¬ 
search (er, Google), I can 
authoritatively declare 
it’s all a bunch of “zotz,” 


which is Mayan for “bats,” 
which is as close as I can 
get to “crazy.” 

The world will not end 
on Dec. 21, 2012, say the 
usual humourless scien¬ 


tists from NASA etc., any 
more than it will end on 
Dec. 31, 2011. Plus there’s 
no way the Mayan as¬ 
tronomers could have 
known about that align¬ 
ment of the sun and the 
galaxy thing. It’s just a 
calendar, people. Get a 
life. 

Before we go (but not 
for good!) let’s raise a New 
Year’s glass to Harold 
Camping, who, using his 
own zotz calendar, pre¬ 
dicted the world would 
end on May 21, 2011, and, 
when that didn’t work, 
went all out for Oct. 21, 
2011. That didn’t work ei¬ 
ther, probably because he 
ignored the significance 
of the solstice, the equi¬ 
nox and reality in general. 

Still, you never know. 
But to leave you on an up¬ 
beat note, John Cusack, 
the star of 2012, when 
asked what he would be 
doing on Dec. 21, 2012, 
replied: “Skiing.” 

Nothing zotz about 
him. 










metr®news 


metronews.ca 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2011 


09 


Is it the end of the world as we know it? 


195 



YES 



109 

NO 



YES 


Fact or ficton? 


Do you believe the world will end in 2012 ? 


♦ 

YES! *HIDES ^ 
UNDERTHE ^ 
COVERS* 



NO, 

BUT I’M PREPARING A 
HOMEMADE ROCKET- 
SHIPJUSTIN CASE. 


YES, AND I'M 
GRACIOUSLY 
ACCEPTING 
MY FATE 



PFFT. 

^^;^mTHArs 

■f eWHE 

LLI ESI 

EVER 

HEARD 



YES1*HIDES 2 
UNDERTHE ^ 
COVERS* 


YES, AND I’M 
GRACIOUSLY 
ACCEPTING 
MY FATE. 


10 



NO, 

BUT I’M PREPARING A 
HOME MADE ROCKET- 
SHIPJUSTIN CASE. 



PFFT. 

THAT’S 

THE 

SILLIEST 

THING 

I’VE 

EVER 

HEARD 


Ready or not? 


Do you consider yourself 
prepared for an “end of the 
world” scenario? 



Register at metropolitanpanel.ca 
and have your voice heard 


O Metropolitan Panel polled readers to gauge their 
end-of-the-world preparedness O Here’s what they said 





*1078 


*597 


Over 50 Mattress.Sets on Display$2Hundreds[of setsJimStockijBuy todayy(DeliveredkToday! 
\^/*LocalEco;Friendly/arKl'OrganlC|Products:Availab(c! 


I *OncomparatlBpro(hjct ^ 


20 AKERLEY BLVD, DARTMOUTH • 481-BEDS (2337) 


TO 


SUPERSTORE 


Sleep Better, Spend Less!! 


CANADA’riABGEST BEDROOM^SUPEBSTOB 
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Mexican city starts countdown to 'doomsday* 


O Tourism officials in Tapachula hope to cash in on end of Mayan calendar with installation of digital clock 


A city in southern Mexico 
wants to live each mo¬ 
ment as if it were the last. 

Tourism officials in 
Tapachula have installed 
a digital clock to count 
down the time left before 
the Dec. 21, 2012, solstice, 
when some believe the 
world will end. 

The clock was set to 
start Dec. 21, a year be¬ 
fore the supposed apoca¬ 
lypse. 

Chiapas state tourism 
regional director Manolo 
Alfonso Pinot said Dec. 16 
that Mayan priests would 
perform a ceremony at 
the nearby archaeological 
site of Izapa. 

Maya experts say the 
doomsday fears are a mis¬ 
reading of Maya stone in¬ 
scriptions that mention 
the date, saying the 
Mayans only considered it 


the end of one calendar 
cycle and the beginning 
of another. 

Pinot said he doesn't 
believe the world will 
end, but looks at it as a 
sort of beginning, in the 
business sense at least. 

“A lot of people know 
they can fill their body 
with energy if they come 
to these exceptional 
sites,” he said. “If people 
are interested, we have to 
take advantage of this.” 

Tapachula, best known 
as a gritty border town 
crossed by Central Ameri¬ 
can migrants en route to 
the United States, is not a 
popular Mayan tourism 
destination. But nearby 
Izapa is a place where 
many stelae have been 
found, including the 
“Tree of Life” stone dis¬ 
covered in the 1950s and 


CHARLES DHARAPAK/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



^ Former U.S. president George W. Bush7^|B|j|9|^ 
centre, Prime Minister Stephen Harper, rightT^HB 
and former Mexican president Vicente Fox walk 
on the stone stairs of the Kukulcan Pyramid as they ^ 
tour Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza in this 2006 file photo. 


thought to convey an an¬ 
cient Mayan tale. 

At Izapa, close to the 
Tajumulco volcano, Pinot 
says a Mesoamerican ball 
court, a carved stone and 
the throne of the Izapa 
ruler face a straight line 
that on Dec. 21, 2012, is 
expected to align with the 
planets. 

“It is hard to say what 
you will be able to see 
that day,” he said. 

The doomsday theories 
stem from a pair of 
tablets that describe the 
return of a Mayan god at 
the end of a 13th period 
of 400 years, which falls 
on Dec. 21, 2012. 

Experts say the date 
marks the end of a 5,126- 
year cycle that began in 
3114 BC, and the start of 
another. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A New World Order with a hearty side of Apple 


When we have a New 
World Order, it looks like 
it’ll run on Apple products. 

Many of the 394 people 
responding to a Metropoli¬ 
tan Panel survey said they 
would include iPods, iPads 
and iPhones in their New 
World backpack. 

“iPod, ebook and a per¬ 


manent power source,” one 
person said. 

“My iPad and tons of 
bandwidth,” said another. 

One of the more imagi¬ 
native respondents wants 
to bring “assorted pet food 
treats to escape and lure as 
necessary.” The individual 
goes on to list rhinoceroses 


as animals to escape from 
and cows as animals to at¬ 
tract. 

Then there are the senti¬ 
mental t 5 Apes. “Certain 
pieces of jewelry and a 
stuffed animal from my 
guy,” one said. 

“My stuffed Pacman 
from my narmy, my photo 


albums...,” another added. 

And this really smart 
person. “A book on how to 
do and make everything.” 
Umm, does that exist? 

O FERNANDO CARNEIRO 



To join the panel, visit 
metropolitanpanel.ca 


Survival 


Cats and dogs, 
sometimes ahead of peo¬ 
ple, will make it to the 
New World, according to 
our Metropolitan Panel 
respondents. 


► “I would take a photo of 
my dog and husband.” 

► “My cats, my grandma's 
scarf, chocolate. In this or¬ 
der.” 

► “My dog! Hopefully my 
family will survive.” 


Conveniently located between 2011 and 2012. * , 



$6 Nightly / $3 Hourly / $16 Daily Flat Rates 

From restaurants, to New Year’s Eve cetebrations, to txxrkey games and everything in tietween we're at the centre of it all. 
24/7 watcrtront parking b where downtown HalifaK begins. Look for the blue P on Lnswer Water Street. 



my-wateiiTofr.ca 

Waterfront Development ^ 















Boxing Week Sale 




0 


r 

0 


off 


HARDCOVERS 


In-Store only 



*10 

only I ^^each 

More titles available 
in-store* 



Kobo Vox™ Colour 
for Rewards Members** 

Join plum® rewards for free. 

$20 off for non-members. 


Indigo* 

Chapters* 

Coles* 

indigo.ca 


*Valid in-store only while quantities last. Not valid on kiosk. Hardcover offer applies to in-stock titles and excludes; mini and bargain books and cannot be combined with any other discount, including 
the everyday irewards discount.**Valid in-store and online, while quantities last. Availability may vary between stores and online. $30 discount applies to irewards and plum rewards members exclusively. 
Offers valid December 26’^ 2011 - January 2"“, 2012. Offers may change or end at any time without notice. ®lndigo Books & Music Inc. 
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Doomsday prediction flops 

O We take a fond look back at five famous end-of-days prophecies 


I 

COLLINS 

HALIFAX@METRONEWS.CA 

METRO CANADA IN OTTAWA 


Although some people be¬ 
lieve ancient Mayans pre¬ 


dicted the end of the world 
on Dec. 21, 2012, in reality 
our mass extinction has 
been greatly exaggerated 
many times before. Check 
out our top five apocal 3 Apse 
predictions below. 


MAY 21, 2011 (ALSO, OCT. 21, 
2011 AND SEPT. 6,1994) 

Harold Camping of the 
Family Radio Ministiy was 
the top doomsayer of 2011, 
a year in which he predict¬ 
ed the apocal 3 ^se not once 


but twice. 

Camping and his follow¬ 
ers spend a reported $100 
million on a campaign of 
billboards, broadcast ads 
and RVs to publicize their 
May 21 cataclysm. 



Are your final wishes on this list? 

V V \ \ \ \ ^ ^ 



r ~j 

I V tMj’ umU. 


There has never been a better 
time to pre-arrange your funeral. 

• Last chance to SAVE the HST when you pre-arrange your 
funeral by December 31, 2011 

• 60 months interest free payment plan 

• No down payment 

J.A. Snow Funeral Home 339 Lacewood Dr I 455-0531 
A.L. Mattatall Funeral Home 217 Portland St I 461-0700 
Cruikshank’s Funeral Home 2666 Windsor St I 423-7295 




LAURA RAUCH,FILE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



► Warren Jeffs appears 
in a courtroom in Las 
Vegas in Aug. 2006. 


JAN. 1,2005 

Warren Jeffs, polygamist 
head of the Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, put police 


JAN. 1,2000 (AND MAY 5,2000) 

While there were many 
predictions of the end in 
2000, these were overshad¬ 
owed by warnings of death 
by technical difficulties. 

The Y2K bug, in some of the 
worst-case scenarios, would 
cause deadly computer 
glitches, resulting in planes 
falling from the sky or 
launches of nuclear 
weapons. Even affer New 
Year’s came, we were still 
doomed, at least according 


in three countries on high 
alert, the Vancouver Sun 
reported, when he advised 
members in Bountiful, 
B.C., the U.S. and Mexico to 
stay in their homes on New 
Year’s Eve to await the 
apocal 5 Apse and ascension 
to heaven. The police wor¬ 
ried about the possibility of 
a mass suicide by church 
members. Fortunately, 
both Jeffs’ prediction and 
police suspicions were un¬ 
founded. 


DON RYAN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



to Richard Noone’s book, 
5/5/2000 Ice: The Ultimate 
Disaster. He predicted we’d 
be wiped out by an ice age 
on May 5. 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



MARCH 1997 

The appearance of the 
Hale-Bopp comet inspired 
the 1997 mass suicide of 39 
members of the Heaven’s 


OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 1982 

Colourful and controver¬ 
sial televangelist Pat 
Robertson won a satirical 
Ig Nobel Prize for mathe¬ 
matics for predicting the 
end of days in late 1982, 
sparked by a Russian inva¬ 
sion of Israel. 

The former presidential 
candidate was thanked by 
the organization for 
“teaching the world to be 


Gate Cult. 

The members, led by 
Marshall Applewhite, be¬ 
lieved that all life on Earth 
would soon be wiped out. 

The only way to survive, 
they surmised, was to leave 
their physical bodies be¬ 
hind and hitch a ride on an 
alien spaceship they be¬ 
lieved was travelling behind 
the comet. Applewhite and 
his followers were found ly¬ 
ing in their bunk beds in 
their rented mansion. 


GENE J. PUSKAR/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



careful when making 
mathematical assump¬ 
tions and calculations.” 
























THE 



-sYOUI^S 


NOW MORE CHOICE 

THAN YOU CAN IMAGINE. 

CERTAIN DATE RESTRICTIONS APPLY. OFFERS NOT AVAILABLE AT THE SAME TIME. 


DECEMBER 16-30 CHOOSE 


DECEMBER 31-JANUARY15 CHOOSE 1 



2011 RANGER 

SUPER CAB 
SPORT 4x2 


OR 


OWN , 
FOR ’ 
ONLY' 


TRACTION 

CONTROL 


9.8L/100knn 29MPG HWY'' 
13.5L/I00km 21MPG CITY" 


19,500 

MANUFACTURER 


FINANCED BI-WEEKLY FOR 60 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN PAYMENT. 


BUILT 




TOUGH 


OFFER EXCLUDES TAXES AND FREIGHT. 
VALID FROM DECEMBER 16-30, 2011 



2011 F-150 


MONTHS** 

- PLUS - 

56,000 

MANUFACTURER REBATES" 



OFFER VALID FROM DECEMBER 16-30,2011 

2012 ESCAPE XLT 14 AUTO 

esi85®0®''® 

FINANCED BI-WEEKLY FOR 60 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN PAYMENT. 

-INCLUDES- 

^750 WINTER SAFETY PACKAGE 
CASH ALTERNATIVE. 

OFFER EXCLUDES TAXES AND FREIGHT. 
VALID FROM DECEMBER 16-30, 2011 


4x41 



I A TRACTION 

Iont^rST ^ 


9.8L/iookm 29 MPGhwy" 
13.4L/iookm 21 MPGcity" 






electronic 

STABILITY 

CONTROL 


4WD 


AVAILABLE 

AWD 



7.1L/iookm 40 MPGhwy" 
lO.OL/lOOkm 28MPGCITY" 



HURRY! IT ENDS JANUARY 3"° ^ 


FORD LETS YOU RECYCLE YOUR 2005 OR OLDER VEHICLE & GET 

TOWARDS 
MOST NEW 
FORD VEHICLES. 


3,000 


THIS OFFER IS IN ADDITION TO INCENTIVES CURRENTLY OFFERED ON QUALIFYING ja 

VEHICLES OF MODEL YEAR 2005 OR OLDER. INCENTIVES RANGE FROM $500 TO $3000. ^ 

VISIT WWW.FORD.CA FOR DETAILS. ^ 






ELIGIBLE COSTCO 
-WHOLESALE MEMBERS RECEIVE 

ON MOST 2011 AND 
2012 FORD VEHICLES. 
VISIT FORDCOSTCO.CA 


Vi-ooo 



Hurry in and get the vehicle and offer you’ve been 
thinking about. Only at your Atlantic Ford Store. 


Drive one. 

I atlanticford.ca | 
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Fall of civilizations around the globe 

O In order to remain on top, empires need effective governance, vast financial resources and 

cutting-edge technology O Score a three out of three and you’ll be fine, but lose one peg and your throne will teeter 


Roman Ei^ire: 

27 BC to 476 AD 

If the Romans had written 
a This Land is My Land 


song it’d go something 
like this: “From the Moors 
of Scotland out to the 
Tigris and Euphrates Riv¬ 
er, and from the North 


Seas of Germany to the 
sands of the Sahara, hail 
Caesar.” The Romans gave 
us sanitation and specta¬ 
tor sports, aqueducts, irri¬ 


gation and fine wine. 

How they collapsed: In 
the end, the bread and cir¬ 
cuses could no longer dis¬ 
guise the crumbling 


economy and political 
corruption. Historians of¬ 
ten debate the root cause, 
attributing the downfall 
to everything from deca¬ 
dent lifestyle choices to 
rampant lead poisoning. 
Lesson learned: Whether 
you’re an empire or a run¬ 
way model, spread your¬ 
self too thin, and you will 
collapse. 


Ottoman Empire: 
1299-1922 

In its heyday in the 16th 
century, during the reign 
of Suleyman the Magnifi¬ 
cent, a.k.a. Suleyman the 
Lawgiver, this Turkish em¬ 
pire’s lands encompassed 
a wide swath of south¬ 
eastern Europe, the Mid¬ 
dle East, and North Africa, 
with Constantinople as 
the capital. The Ottomans 
gave us Turkish baths, bel¬ 
ly dancers and, of course, 
the ottoman. 

How they collapsed: 

While it was hit with the 
Sick Man of Europe label 
back in the mid-1800s, 
the empire would com¬ 
pletely unravel during the 
First World War as the Ot¬ 
tomans allied themselves 
with the wrong side and 
lost the war. 

Lesson learned: As Rihan- 
na knows, getting a di¬ 
verse audience to stand 
under your umbrella isn’t 
the challenge — it’s keep¬ 
ing them there. 

USSR (Soviet 
Empire): 1917-1989 


FRED CHARTRAND/THE CANADIAN PRESS FILE 



In addition to blanketing 
mother Russia, the Soviet 
spectre shone on an array 
of satellite states includ¬ 
ing East Germany, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 


Cuba and North Korea. 
The Soviets gave us gu¬ 
lags, the KGB and 
Vladislav Tretiak — a 
goalie so great that even 
the top Canadian snipers 
of the day had trouble 
finding his five-hole. 

How they collapsed: Be¬ 
cause of what Sylvester 
Stallone said at the end of 
Rocky IV: “During this 
fight, I’ve seen a lot of 
changing.... In here, there 
were two guys killing 
each other, but I guess 
that’s better than 20 mil¬ 
lion. I guess what I’m try¬ 
ing to say is that if I can 
change, and you can 
change, everybody can 
change!” 

Lesson learned: Turns out 
Gordon Gekko was right: 
“Greed is good.” 

Persian Empire: 
550-330 BC 


CONTRIBUTED 



Spearheaded by C 5 n:us the 
Great, the multi-state Per¬ 
sian Empire incorporated 
Thrace, the lands bound¬ 
ed by the Tigris River and 
the Persian Gulf and even¬ 
tually Egypt and Asia Mi¬ 
nor. Their mammoth 
military taught us the im¬ 
portance of an enormous 
well-trained army. 

They’re also responsible 
for breathtaking 

Achaemenid architecture 
behind such marvels as 
the palace of Persepolis. 
How they collapsed: 
Alexander the Great’s 
armies swept in and won 
decisively in the battle of 
Issus. 

Lesson learned: Even the 
most ornate hand-woven 
rug can still be swept 
from under the biggest 
and baddest kingdom on 
the block. 

O mike doic 


NOTICE 


CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR'S 

Collection & Processing Services 
Garbage/Organics/Recyclables 

Residents of HRM are advised mat municipal coUecton services (garbage, organics, recyclables) over the holidays - 
including December 23. December 26 (Boxing Day), December 30 and January 2 will occur as regularly scheduled 
Collection services car begin as early as 7.00 am, tlieretore resKierits may place materials curbside the evening prior to 
cdlectw day. 

Your 2012 Organ cs Green Cart & Garbage and Recycling Coiiecton Schedules are irKiuded ms^e the Citizen's Guide 
to Municipal Services wnich wii< be d^irvernd to your mgUhax in Decemhfr 


otter Lake Facility Closed 

Chnstmas Day. Sunday, December 25 

New Year’s Day, Sunday. January 1 


Otter Lake Facility Open 

December 23 & 26 - 7:00 am to 7:00 pm 

December 24 & 31 - 10:00 am to 4 00 pm 

December 30 A January 2 - 7:00 am to 7:00 pm 

HRM Recycling Plant Closed 

December 24 & December 25 

December 31 & January 1 


HRM Recycling Plant Open 

December 23 & December 26 - 7:30 am to 6 00 pm 
December 30 & January 2 - 7:30 am to 6:00 pm 

Household Hazardous Waste 

Depot Closed 

December 24 & 31 


Household Hazardous Waste 

Depot Open 

Saturday, January 7 - 9;00 am to 4:00 pm 


What Com Whtm during the Holldaye7 

• Garbage - Oroluin UccoraMms. wrcattis vrith vnre frames or ptaslic cord, non-pjpcr/bil gift 

• Paper Recycling (grocery or dear bagsf - Paper gift i^rrap (no nbbons or boxrsl 

• Corriigated Cardboard - bundle hi rerTcItng 

• Greer Ca»t - Boxbcard (yioc and ccrcat type booicsl 

• Cornprvtf nr miilch greenery %urh (15 boughs 

Natural Chr islrnas trees a'e collected curbsxJe on any Green Cart collect on day. No plastic tree bags, 
and nxitk^ nurr m remowe decomhrvw mvl, nnnln and 50 ind 5 . 

For HolKJay Prec^le Tips lc» reuse and dwiatlng uU toys or cidNng to charily. vis<l our wbslV? at 
; or call 400^1000 


HSIEW 

RIjUIONAL MUNICirAUTV 



















' X / • ^ \ 

HALIFAX GOLD 


* We Strive to Be Halifax'sChoice 
^ For Selling Gold and Silver. 


Don't be fooled by recycling and road show events any longer. We offer significantly higher prices and we stand behind our promise to 
offer you the highest prices guaranteed. Breathe easy and sell with confidence. Visit us today and be pleasantly surprised. 


9 WE PROMISE YOU... 



The Highest Prices Guaranteed 

Since we offer our very best prices 
upfront, there's no need for 
stressful negotiations. We're so 
confident in our prices and service, that 
if you get a higher offer for your 
jewellery, we will beat that price by 50% 
of the difference! 

Terms and Conditions can be found at 

haMfaxgold.ca/price-guarantee 

Honest, Friendly and 
Transparent Service 

We are dedicated to providing honest 
and transparent service with the highest 
payouts in the industry and no hidden 
fees. Everything is done right in front of 
you so you can be involved in every step, 
and payments are made in person, 
on-the-spot. 

How it Works... 

1. Bring in your unwanted Jewellery. 

2. Our friendly and professional staff will 
test your items right in front of you and 
involve you in every step. 

3. You walk away with a cheque. 


Karat|Price/gram 

loz Maple Leaf Coin (9999) $ 1570/coin 

999 Gold Coins and Bars $48.09 

24k Jewellery $38.79 

22k $35.56 

East Indian and Nuggets $31.52 

18k $29.09 

14k and dental $22.62 

10k $16.16 

.925 Sterling Silver $0.55 

We also offer refining services for large and dental lots. 

Please contact us for fee and payout information. 


Additional Pricing 


Gold Coins 

Gold Coins Under 24kt (Per Gram of Gold) 

$45.17/gram 

Maple Leaf Coins under 1 ounce 

$50.48/gram 

999 Gold Bars under 1 ounce 

$46.76/gram 

Silver Maple 

$27.87/coin 

Silver Bullion 

$26.42/ounce 

Silver 

Unrecognized Silver bars 1 ounce or more 

$0.74/gram 

Stamped Sterling Silver 

$0.55/gram 

Stamped .800 Silver 

$0.48/gram 

Unstamped Solid Silver 

$0.39/gram 

Canadian Silver Currency 

Coins from 1966 or earlier 

14.0 Times Face Value 

Coins from 1967 

11.0 Times Face Value 

Coins from 1968 

8.5 Times Face Value 

American Silver Coins 

Coins from 1964orealier 

15.2 Times Face Value 

Platinum 

Platinum Jewellery (stamped 950) 

$28.75/gram 

999 Platinum Coins 

$36.51/gram 


*Canadian Dollars 
Last Update 12/20/2011 


Example Purchase 1: 

Purity: 14k • Weight: 193.50g 

PRICE: $4,376.97 


Example Purchase 2: 

Purity: 24k • Weight: 6.42g 

PRICE: $249.03 


Example Purchase 3: 

Purity: 14k • Weight: 183.30g 

PRICE: $4,146.25 


> 


902 . 444.7233 

1461 Brenton St, Halifax 

Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm. Other times by appointment. 

• www.halifaxgold.ca 
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The new year, by the numbers 

O The world we know now will be changed forever, and numerology predicts 2012 will make it a better place 


What is numerology? 

Numbers have relation¬ 
ships with all things in na¬ 
ture, making them 
powerful S3mibolic expres¬ 
sions. Numerology is used 
to predict life and the cir¬ 
cumstances that surround 
it. It is often used to inter- 


2012: 5 positives 


1 

2 


Taking the initiative to 
create friendships 

Love connections 


3 

4 

5 


Reconciliation 


Mental/emotional 

balance 

Expression of self 


pret a person’s talents, 
traits and overall character 
throughout their destiny. 

When people begin to 
understand the formula 
behind numerology, they 
begin to unlock the deep¬ 
est secrets in their lives — 
and quite possibly in the 


2012:5 negatives 


^ Challenges 
2 Overreacting 
2 Heightened sensitivity 
Self-centred ness 


g Controlling 


lives of others. 

Breaking down the digits 

One important thing to re¬ 
member when using nu¬ 
merology is that the 
numerical digits need to be 
broken down to a single 
digit in order to decipher 
the predictable outcome of 
what you are seeking. 

For example, take the 
year 2012. Broken down, it 
equals 2-I-0+1+2 = 5. 

So the influence for the 
year 2012 will be based up¬ 
on the expression of the 
number five. 

The power of five 

Five itself has a powerful 
meaning — full of wild 
primitive adventure and 
unexpected exciting 
events. 

The number-five influ¬ 
ence enhances freewill and 
self-expression. This means 


that during 2012, individu¬ 
als will be living life their 
way. People who have been 
putting off projects, impor¬ 
tant decisions, loved ones 
or even a vacation will now 
make the time to accom¬ 
plish the things that are 
overdue. 

While seeking their 
highest goals and chasing 
their dearest dreams, as 
they bounce from one 
unique experience to the 
next, during 2012 most 
people will freely share 
their emotions and 
thoughts with the world. 
With this number-five in¬ 
fluence, many people in 
the world will desire to use 
social outlets, ultimately as 
a tool to connect with the 
world. 

Money-wise 

Folks will take finances to 
a more serious level, and 


although they may not 
save as much money as 
they would like to, eventu¬ 
ally their spending habits 
will change, and wiser 
choices will be made re¬ 
garding their budget. Peo¬ 
ple will start to get stingy 
with their cash, spending 
on only the best deal... but 
the competition will be 
good for business and the 
consumer will benefit. 


Lessons to be learned 

Yes, the year 2012 will be 
somewhat unpredictable 
with all the frequent 
changes that five imposes, 
but 2012 will be a memo¬ 
rable year, packed with 
valuable lessons which 
people will learn to live by. 

The world is not ending, 
but it is becoming a better 
place. 

O CERISE FAIRFAX (NUMEROLOGIST) 




L A 0 BOY 

: ^ pressure furniture 
: C:"' shopping? What a 
: comforting thought?^ 


SAVE ®730 


LIMITED QUANTITIES! 

FORTE leather recliner 

now only 


ongeuilly 11429 


m? 


PLUS PAY NO TAXES 


THE BOXING WEEK SALE 


save 20 %- 80 %iaer 


GET THE BIGGEST SAVINGS OF THE YEAR 




:R reclining sofa with console.nowonly ^1439 vHeipoveupgras* *1639 

y| I OOW Oniy *749 

I S-po. sectional nowr onfy’3655 *4055 

*1549 ASCEND table group roim m lop oooKiai Ubts . *380 rouxs end taDis....^290 






902-450-2227 • 36 Otter Lake Court. Bayers Lake Park 
^ ^ www.tazboy.com/halifax 



































2007 

Mazda CX-7 

Low Ktm, Auto, 
Turbo. FWO 

«.$19,995 


2008 Saturn 
Aura Hybrid 


$15,995 


2007 Mazda 


Low Kim, Auto, 
Roof, Cruise, 
Alloys 

«.$16,995 


2011 
Mazda 3 

AIIW 

Auto, Air, ABS Statzilrty 
Control. Pwr Lock S 
mndowt 


2011 Mazda 
3 Sport 

Auto. Air. ABS 
SlilMitty Control, NiigM 
AdMMila Ddvwi Soai 
Pwr VAndom & Locki 


2008 Mazda 
Tribute GT 

AWO, Heated 
Leatbor, Alloys, 
Roof 

.>.$19,995 


2008 Mazda 
3 Sedan 

miTU 

5 Speed, Low ktm, 
Air, Pwr Windows 
7 Locks, Keyless 
Entry 


200B Pontiac G5 
Sport Coupe 


2005 Chev 
Impala 


Low kim, Auto, Air, 
Pwr Windows & 
Locks 


lymiMi’tiiiiif 


THE LOT IS ALWAYS OPEN 24/7 
www.steelemazda.com 
15 Lansing Court, Dartmouth • 462-6600 


517,731* 


518,888* 


517,495* 


Steele 


M 


A 


Z 


DA 


PRICE 

.REDUOTON 


NO PAYMENTS 
UNTIL 

MARCH 2012 


0" 


2 YEAR 
40.000 KM 

OF STEELE MAZDA 
MAINTENANCE 


Find us on the cornefof Baker and Mount Hope, across from Sobeys^ 


2007 Mazda 
3 Sport 

»Mmi 

Low Kim. Auto 


$15,995 


513,742 


2009 Mazda 
B-4000 

'MiHI 

Xtra>Cab,V6, 
&-Speed,4WD, 
LOW LOW Kms 

i»u$18,995 


517,388 


2009 Mazda 
CX7 GT 


AWO. Heated 
Leather, Alloys, 
Roof 

$25,995 


I 


524,739* 
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must buy those killer 
high heels.” 




WHAT 2012 WILL BRING 


O Presidential elections in Russia, France and the U.S. O London will stage the Summer Olympic Games O World 
is waiting for doomsday O Metro rounds up the biggest events that will shape the world in an action-filled 2012 


ELISABETH 
m M BRAW 

HALIFAX@METRONEWS.CA 
METRO WORLD NEWS IN LONDON 


1 Chinese New Year 

Puff, the Magic Dragon 
.... On Jan. 23 it’s Chi¬ 
nese New Year, and this 
year belongs to the dragon. 
Fifteen days of celebrations 
will follow 


2 Jubilee of Elizabeth II 

When Princess Eliza¬ 
beth became Queen of 
the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland on Feb. 6,1952, 
Britain was an empire that 
ruled large parts of the 
world. Sixty years later, 
Britain is no longer an em¬ 
pire; in fact, it’s just a mid¬ 


size member of the EU The 
Queen, however, remains 
veiy popular. The countiy 
celebrates her 60 years on 
the throne with a series of 
special events any Royal 
fan will cherish. 


3 Putin set for re-election 

On March 4, Vladimir 
Putin looks set to be 
elected the next president 
of Russia. Yes, it’s a demo¬ 
cratic election, but Putin is 
widely considered a shoo- 
in. Dmitiy Medvedev, 
Putin’s protege who has 
served as president for the 
past four years, is billed to 
become prime minister. 



Titanic’s anniversary 

Was it too big to fail? 
On April 10,1912, 


RMS Titanic set out on its 
maiden voyage, firom 
Southampton to New York. 
But the luxuiy liner, 
known as the world’s 
safest ship, sank when it 
hit an iceberg. Some 1,500 
of the Titanic’s 2,200 pas¬ 
sengers were killed. On 
April 14, the 100th 
anniversaiy of the catastro¬ 
phe, cruise ships will take 
visitors to the site where 
the Titanic sank. 

Anti-Sarkozy 

Will the euro sink 
Nicolas Sarkozy? The 
French president faces vot¬ 
ers at the polls on April 22. 
With disgraced IMF chief 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn 
out of the race, Sarkozy’s 
main challenger is Francois 


Hollande, a man so bland 
that he’s turned it into his 
trademark. But with the 
euro in tatters, Hollande 
stands a good chance of 
winning. 

6 Europe’s feast of soccer 

On June 8, Europe’s 
16 leading soccer na¬ 
tions descend on Poland 
and Ukraine for Euro 2012. 
With a little bit of luck, the 
host countries will even be 
ready for the famous event. 
Delays have hampered the 
preparations, with UEFA 
chief Michel Platini threat¬ 
ening to move the champi¬ 
onship to Germany. 

7 Summer Olympics Lon¬ 
don is definitely ready 
for the Summer 


Ol 3 mipics, which begins in 
London on July 27. London, 
which last hosted the 
games as a war-tom city in 
1948, has been credited 
with impeccable planning 
and finishing constmction 
of new arenas ahead of 
schedule. 

8 Who will face Obama? 

It won’t be Herman. 
Herman Cain, this 
year’s surprise frontmnner 
for Republican candidate 
in the U.S. presidential 
election, has dropped out 
of the race. At their 
convention, which begins 
Sept. 1, Republicans will 
likely choose either Mitt 
Romney or Newt Gingrich 
as their candidate to take 
on Barack Obama. The De¬ 


mocrats will nominate 
Obama as their candidate 
two days later. 

U.S. elections 

More drama for Oba¬ 
ma. Barack Obama 
faces a surprisingly tough 
re-election on Nov. 6. Many 
Americans are disappoint¬ 
ed with Obama, who won 
the goodwill of the whole 
nation — and much of the 
world — in the election 
four years ago. 

The end of the 
world 

Arrivederci, 
folks. According to one in¬ 
terpretation of the Mayan 
calendar, the world will 
end on Dec. 21, 2012. 
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11 people to watch in 2012 



Alexei Navalny 

This 35-year-old Russian lawyer- 
whistleblower buys shares in government- 
owned companies, uncovers corruption and 
blogs about it. He may pose big problems 
for Putin's presidential bid. 



Razan Zaitouneh 

Look out of Zaitouneh in Syria's Arab Spring. 
The 34-year-old lawyer founded Syria's Hu¬ 
man Rights Association and remains a key 
opposition leaders. 



YoaniSanchez 

The Castro brothers are still in charge, but 
the founder of the Generation Y blog poses 
a serious threat to their decades-long rule. 



Francois Hollande 

Will 'Mr Boring' be France's new President? 
Given Nicolas Sarkozy's poor popularity rat¬ 
ing, the self-styled plain guy has a good 
chance to win. 



Newt Gingrich 

When Metro interviewed the former 
House speaker last year, he still hadn't de¬ 
cided whether to run for President. Now 
he's the Republican party's front-runner. 



Leopoldo Lopez 

He's young, popular and handsome. No 
wonder Hugo Chavez has banned the 
former mayor of Chacao from running for 
office. Lopez still intends to face Chavez in 
elections in 2012. 




Kim Jong Un 

No one is even sure about his exact age but 
one thing seems certain: Kim will take over 
as leader of North Korea now that his 
father, Kim Jong-il, has died. 



Camila Vallejo 

These days 'Comandante Camila' is the 
world's most inspirational rebel leader. The 
attractive 23-year-old Chilean leads 
students in a nation-wide revolt against ris¬ 
ing student fees. 



Boris Johnson 

2012 will be Boris's year as his city hosts the 
Summer Olympics. Londoners will elect a 
new Mayor in May, and Johnson looks set 
to win. But his eyes are on a higher goal: 
Prime Minister. 



Ai Weiwei 

The Chinese artist has been a thorn for the 
Communist government and has captured 
the world's attention, as thousands have 
helped pay a tax penalty fee laid down by 
the state. 



The Klout Guys 

Klout, a two-year-old Silicon Valley compa¬ 
ny, measures people's online influence 
('clout'). As Facebook is losing its Kool Fak- 
tor, Klout may be the next e-sensation. 


Hey, it could happen... 

O There’s reason to fear new war in the Middle East and 
euro collapse O Metro lists 3 events we may see in 2012 



1 

Iran attacked 

“The United States has 
launched a missile attack 
on Iran’s uranium cen¬ 
trifuges near the city of 
Natanz. The Americans, 
backed by the United King¬ 
dom, France and Israel, act¬ 
ed after IAEA inspectors 
were repeatedly blocked 
from entering the Natanz 
facility.” 

The attack hasn’t hap¬ 
pened, but something simi¬ 
lar may veiy well occur in 
2012. But while it would set 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions 
back, it may also trigger an 
armed conffict. Since Iran is 
far from well-Uked among 
its neighbours, the conflict 
would be unlikely to spread 
to other countries. But the 
United States could ill af¬ 
ford another war. 

2 

Euro collapses 

Good news, all of you 
who’ve kept D-mark, Francs 
and Lire in your drawers: 
You’ll be able to use them 
again. The bad news: Your 
countries, the 17 nations in 
the eurozone, will plunge 
into an unprecedented pur- 


gatoiy of financial collapse 
and bureaucracy.” 

The collapse of the euro 
is a real possibility next 
year, and it’s exactly what 
Angela Merkel and Nicolas 
Sarkozy, even David Ca¬ 
meron, want to avoid. Even 
if their citizens nostalgically 
remember the D-mark and 
the Franc as stable curren¬ 
cies and don’t see the point 
of sacrificing to bail Greece 
out, the eurozone leaders 
know that the single cur¬ 
rency is beyond the point of 
no return. If the euro fails, 
the world may face a new 
Great Depression. 


3 

FIFA accepts goal-line 
technology in 
footb^l 

After a hundred years of 
pretending that it doesn’t 
exist, football’s governing 
body may vote to use goal¬ 
line technology to decide 
on the most crucial mo¬ 
ments in the game. The In¬ 
ternational Football 

Association Board (IFAB) is 
expected to make the deci¬ 
sion in March. 

• ELISABETH BRAW, M WN 
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If only there were an undo button on life 


It’s so hard to get it right 
when it comes to love and 
money. 

The two were at the top 
of people’s do-over lists 
when Metro asked mem¬ 
bers of the Metropolitan 
Panel to assume that the 
world is ending and to 
choose one thing they’d like 


another crack at. 

Apparently, one panelist 
would like to “crack” her 
husband. 

“I would never many the 
a**hole I’ve been married to 
for the past 22 years! God, 
how I hate his guts.” 

Aside from choice of 
partner, people also regret¬ 


ted the timing of their mar¬ 
riage. 

“Not many so young and 
finish college,” one panelist 
wrote. 

“I wouldn’t have gotten 
married at 18, would have 
finished school and been a 
paralegal,” said another. 

Yet, many of the 382 re¬ 


spondents said they wish 
they hadn’t waited so long. 

“Realize my husband 
was the one for me many 
years sooner,” one anony¬ 
mous participant said. 

Money was the other 
popular do-over choice. 

“Spend less and save 
more, at least 10 per cent of 



eveiy paycheque. No excus¬ 
es,” one person said. 

For eveiy saver, there 
was a spender. 

“Spend eveiy penny I 
have and have a blast!” 

Either way, the smartest 
answer was probably this 
one: “Buy shares in Apple 
and Google.” 

Speaking of smarts, a 
number of respondents said 
they’d like the chance to go 
back to school. 

Some said they like their 
career choice, but wish that 
it paid more. Others said 
they hate what they do, but 
the money is so nice. 

And while a number of 
people said they would 
have had more sex, 33 said 
thanks, but no thanks to 
change. They’re happy with 
the choices they’ve made. 

“All the tough stuff has 


I Survey do-overs 

^ I never would have plucked 
my eyebrows to the point 
of extinction. 

^ (I would) come back as 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

^ Marry Tom Brady. 

^ I wouldn't have kissed that 
guy Halloween 2010. It 
nearly ruined my relation¬ 
ship and because of it my 
husband is no longer 
friends with someone he 
was close to. 


made me into the person I 
am today,” one respondent 
said. 

“Eveiy poor choice and 
failure is an opportunity to 
learn and grow,” another 
added. 

O FERNANDO CARNEIRO 


What would 
you do with one 
year to live? 

O Metro asked its newsdesk editors 
what they would be up to 


• Get caught kissing 
during a Vancouver 
riot. Come on Canucks! 

• Build a bunker for 
three of my favourite 
Canadians: my sister, 
my niece and Ryan 
Gosling. 


METRO CANADA, AMBER SHORTT 




Dare I say it. I’d quit my 
job! With one year to 
go, it’ll be high time 
to spend eveiy moment 
with family and friends. 
I think travelling is a 
good idea. 


METRO SWEDEN, JESSICA CARLESON 



• Take my mom on an 
African safari. It is her 
dream and it is my 
wholehearted ambition 
to spoil my parents. Dad 
should come as well. 


METRO WORLD NEWS IN LONDON, ANTHONY JOHNSTON 



• Coerce world leaders 
to make George Bush 
President of Earth: 12 
months of hilarity! 

• Heli-ski down the 
Kamchatka volcanos! 
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Filmmakers seem 
just as obsessed 
with the end of the 
world as the ancient 
Mayans were. It al¬ 
most seems 
Hollywood could 
make post-apocalyp- 
tic movies until the 
end of the world 
comes for real. This 
week the Reel Guys 
have a look at our 
world ceasing to ex¬ 
ist. 



Scan this code or visit 
metronews.ca/scene for 
the latest in entertainment 


Reel Guys 


End of times in 



RICHARD 
CROUSE & 
MARK 
BRESLIN 

SCENE@METRONEWS.CA 


O Hollywood loves a good apocalypse 
O Here are some watchable worst-case scenarios 


Richard: Mark, there are so 
many end-of-the-world-as- 
we-know-it movies out 
there it’s hard to narrow it 
down, but I’ll start our look 
at the end with Last Night. 
It’s a dramedy about how 
people react in the hours 
before the destruction of 
the planet. My favourite 
part has David Cronen¬ 
berg, in a rare appearance 
in front of the camera, as a 
utility company boss spend¬ 
ing his final moments call¬ 
ing all his clients to offer 
thanks for their business. 


Mark: Oh, Richard, I hated 
that movie. I found it twee 
and precious. Maybe I’m 
just an old-fashioned guy 
when it comes to the end of 
the world, but I want to see 
landmarks crumbling, a 
body count in the billions, 
explosions, tidal waves, and 
most importantly, a dad 
separated from his es¬ 
tranged wife and child who 


saves them, and his rela¬ 
tionship. So, I liked 2012, 
even though I suspect the 
Mayans were numerically 
challenged. But I think it’s 
important to differentiate 
between a natural apoca¬ 
lypse and one caused by 
alien invasion. Which do 
you - ahem - prefer? 

RC : I’m more of a good old- 
fashioned apocalypse guy, 
although I’m also partial to 
super-plagues as well. At 
least on film. Omega Man, 
28 Days Later and 12 Mon¬ 
keys all have crazy viruses 
with the potential to wipe 
out mankind. One of the 
best epidemic movies is The 
Stand. It was made for TV, 
but doesn’t skimp on the 
apocal 3 ^tica. 

MB: Let me reverse my 
stand on my desire to see 
big special effects in these 
films. The Road is one of 
the scariest, most haunting 


movies about trying to sur¬ 
vive an apocal 5 ^se I’ve ever 
seen. But then again. Inde¬ 
pendence Day has the 
White House blowin’ up re¬ 
al good! I think there’s an 
interesting double bill here, 
with two widely different 
takes on the topic. 

RC: I have to say that one of 
the best apocalyptic movies 
didn’t have anj^hing to do 
with aliens or killer planets 
but with a very simple idea 
— mass infertility. There’s 
few special effects and the 
White House is probably 
still standing at the end. It’s 
more about great stoiy- 
telhng and a thought pro¬ 
voking idea. 

MB: Children of Men? Bril¬ 
liant. But when I was a little 
boy I saw On the Beach, set 
in Australia after a nuclear 
holocaust. Not one special 
effect, but I cried myself to 
sleep for months. 


film 


Top three 


> Richard's Picks: 

1. On the Beach A dystopian 
drama starring Gregory 
Peck that set the date for 
the end of the world Just af¬ 
ter World War III in 1964. 

2. Panic in Year Zero! Begins 
with one of filmdom's great 
understatements. "We've 
had it, haven't we dad?” 

as a mushroom cloud rises 
in the background. 

3. Rock & Rule is an animat¬ 
ion set on a devastated 
planet where a rock star 
tries to rule what's left of 
the world. 

> Mark's Picks 

1. Miracle Mile Real-time 
panic as our hero frantical¬ 
ly searches for his 
girlfriend in L.A. before the 
bombs drop. 

2. The Day After Made for 
TV, a hyper-realistic look at 
Lawrence, Kansas after it's 
hit by a nuke. 

3. I Am Legend Will Smith 
is great in the Charlton 
Heston role in Omega Man. 
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O We asked our Metro Life Panel which celebrity they would want to spend their last 24 hours on earth with 
O Some answers were predictable — Pamela Anderson — and others took us by surprise (your mom? Really?) 



Who else? 


► Chuck Norris If anyone's 
going to make it through 
the apocalypse, it's Chuck. 

!► Dr. Oz He'd know just what 
to do and say to make 
“everything right.” 

► Ellen DeGeneres I wanna 
go out laughing and hap- 

py- 




!► Jann Arden I'd love to sit 
and drink wine with her 
and hear her talk. 

► Keanu Reeves He's boring 
enough that I would nod 
off first. 

!► Leonard Cohen He seems 
like an interesting man 
with an interesting mind. 
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Is that your final answer? 



WIZ KHALIFA 


RAPPER 

What is the last song you’ll 
sing in the shower? 

Save The Children 
by Marvin Gaye 

What is the last 
movie you’ll watch and 
with whom? 

The Notebook with 
Amber. 


What is the one luxury item you’ll 
bring with you to the New World? 

My laptop. 


Who is the one fellow celebrity 
with whom you’ll want to trav¬ 
el to the New World? 

Amber Rose. 

OPATHEALY 


JAMIE BELL 

ACTOR 


What is your last meal? 

It would definitely be 
a meat dish. 1 love meat. 
It’s so bad, but damn, 
it’s pretty good. Maybe 
just cook a whole cow. 
Actually, probably a 
steak au poivre or steak 
frites. 

What is the last song you’ll 
sing in the shower? 

Maybe Let it Be. Maybe a 
Pink Floyd song? Or you 
could go out on 
something completely 
ironic like Always Look 
on the Bright Side of 
Life. 

What is the last movie 
you’ll watch? 

1 would love to say some¬ 



thing that was really influ¬ 
ential, about the goodness 
of humanity, but it would 
probably be Jurassic Park. 

What is the one luxury item 
you’ll bring with you to the 
New World? 

The Complete Works of 


Shakespeare. 

Who is the one fellow 
celebrity with whom you’ll 
want to travel to the New 
World? 

Andy Serkis, for sure. 1 
love that man. 1 genuinely 
love him. o Richard grouse 


Take l\Ae 
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O It may not be the end of the world... yet, but we asked a few celebrities what they’d do if it was 



ADAM 

CAROLLA 

COMEDIAN 

What is your last meal? 

I’d go to the busiest 
restaurant, whose kitchen 
was most backed up and 
then I would change my 
order three or four times. 
I’d stretch it out. I’d eat 


lobsters raised on 
Snickers bars then dipped 
in a buttermilk substance 
mixed with tempura 
sauce and then deep-fried. 
With heroin sprinkled on 
it. 

What is the last song you’ll 
sing in the shower? 

You can go with one of my 
favourites like John Hiatt 
or Elvis Costello and hear 
something you really 


want to hear. Or, a better 
approach would be to take 
a horrible song like Man- 
eater by Hall and Oates and 
want to die. 

What is the last movie you’ll 
watch and with whom? 

I would pick a long movie. 
There’s a theme here, I 
want to stretch it out. I’d 
watch Goodfellas with Joe 
Pesci and make sure he got 
drunk and have him re-en¬ 
act his scenes. I’d have Ray 
Liotta there too and make 
them do their crazy laughs. 

What is the one luxury item 
you’ll bring with you to the 
New World? 

Wait a minute; you can’t 
transport items. You’re 
dead, there’s no taking 
an 3 Ahing with you. 

Who is the one fellow 
celebrity with whom you’ll 
want to travel to the New 
World? 

The world is ending. That’s 
it. You’re done. 

Opathealy 


MINDY KALING 

WRITER, PRODUCER, 
ACTRESS 


What would your last meal be? 

My last meal would probably be Ethiopian food, my 
favourite kind of food... it’s super heavy and I love it. 


What would the last song you’d sing in the 
shower be? 

Countdown by Beyonce. 

What is the last movie you’d watch and with 
whom? 

The last movie I would watch would be 
You’ve Got Mail and I’d watch it with my 
mom. 

What’s one luxury item you’d bring with 
you to the new world? 

In the post apocal 5 Aptical world where 
it’s like Cormac McGarthy’s The Road 
and eveiyone is dirty and disgusting. I’d 
bring a Judith Lieber clutch, like in my 
rags. 

One celebrity you’d want to travel with to 
the new world? 

Aaron Sorkin. opathealy 
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GETTY IMAGES 


The new 

music 

stars 



O Escaping the apocalypse? Take some 2012 sounds with you 


The D0 

Both Ways Open Jaws, 
the sophomore album 
by the French duo The Do, 
instantly feels classic and 
contemporaiy. It is 
celebratoiy and it is agitat¬ 
ed; it is majestic and it is 
raw; it is artsy and it is 
poppy. Basically, it sounds 
the way you’d expect Lady 
Gaga to sound if you had 
only ever seen photos of 
her. 


King Krule 

If you didn’t know 
that Archy Marshall 
was a fresh-faced 17-year- 
old, and you heard his pa¬ 
tient beats, sophisticated 
guitar chords, moody 
words and his low London 
voice, you might think he 
was in his 30s and possibly 
was the t 5 ?pe of character 
who accompanied Pete 
Doherty through eveiy 
stint in rehab. But lucidly 


for us, Marshall has many 
years ahead of him. 

3 Azealia Banks 

Imagine if Rihanna re¬ 
ally was into sex as 
much as she sings about. 
And if Nicki Minaj was in¬ 
to Interpol! Then you 
might have an idea of the 
hot, hilarious 
awesomeness that is the 
20-year-old Harlem native 
Azealia Banks, ©pathealy 




The most anticipated 
albums of next year 


Lana Del Rey 

Born to Die Jan. 31 

Lana Del Rey released a 
video this summer that was 
so hot that eveiy blogger in 
the world watched it back- 
to-back enough that they 
were all fighting to be the 
first to declare her passe by 
the next day. But for those 
of us who are just interest¬ 
ed in good music, rather 
than hearing it first, Del 
Key’s sultiy take on gangsta 
will be a breath of fresh air. 

Sleigh Bells 

Reign of Terror Feb. 14 

There’s a sa 3 dng that you 
have your whole life to 
make your first album, and 
then about a year to make 
the follow-up. With their 
debut, this duo blew out 
enough speakers and blew 
enough minds that they 
just may be up to the chal¬ 
lenge of hurdling past the 


sophomore slump. 

Mumford and Sons 

title and release date undeter¬ 
mined 


bum due, but 
acoustic side. 


on the 



Dr. Dre 

Detox, release date undeter¬ 
mined 

Sources indicate the good 
doctor could actually drop 
the follow-up to 2001’s 
“2001” before it officially 
becomes a long-awaited re¬ 
lease of Chinese Democra¬ 
cy proportions. 

No Doubt 

1 title and release date unde- 
—p termined 

fit’s been more than a 
f decade since No Doubt re¬ 
leased Rock Steady. Luckily 
they haven’t teased the 
world with little hints and 
glimpses of what they were 
toiling away on in the stu¬ 
dio, the way Dr. Dre has. We 
have a feeling this will just 
have us feeling hella good 
all over again. © pat healy 


Christmas Discoiuiters 
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Downsview Mall, Lwr Sackville 
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5 survival skills 
your mother 
didn’t teach you 

O It’s the end of days, you’re alone 

and you’re going to need a few skills ^ “r—peg 

to survive O Here’s what you need 

to know to cope with an apocalypse 


How to sew a button 

Tools: needle, thread, 
scissors 

Put the thread into the 
eye of the needle. (Tip: 
Lick the end of the 
thread to give it some 
strength.) Pull the 
thread through the 
needle until there is an 
equal length of thread 
on both sides. Tie the 
ends together in a big 
knot. Now position the 
button on the fabric. 
Push the needle up 
through the fabric, be¬ 
hind the button, and 
up through the button 
hole. Pull the thread all 
the way through. Push 
the needle through a 
different hole in the 
button and pull the 
thread through. Repeat 
several times until the 
button is secure. On 
the backside of the fab¬ 
ric, run the needle 
through your awkward 
stitching several times 
to tie off the thread. 


How to cut down 
a tree 

Tools: chainsaw, rope, 
ladder 

Use the ladder to tie a 
rope to the top of the 
tree, or as high as you 
can get it. Cut a notch 
(with the chainsaw, 
duh) that goes more 
than halfway through 
the tree, on the side of 
the tree you want it to 
fall on. Then cut 
downward on the oth¬ 
er side, toward the 
notch you just created. 
When you get close to 
the notch, it should 
start to fall. If it 
doesn’t, pull the rope. 
Carefully. If it does 
start to fall, get out of 
the way, as the butt of 
the tree can kick back 
and smack you. 


How to de-bone a fish 

Tools: sharp knife, 
tweezers 

Place clean fish on its 
side. Cut the fish just 
behind the gill plate 
until the blade hits the 
fish’s backbone. Make 
sure your knife is flat 
and parallel to the cut¬ 
ting surface. Slice 
down the length of the 
backbone right to the 
tail. Repeat on the oth¬ 
er side. Remove the 
backbone. Then slice 
between the rib bones 
into the meat of the 
fish and pull the bones 
out. Use tweezers to 
clasp onto the remain¬ 
ing bones and pull 
them out. Note: Do 
not later use these 
tweezers for your eye¬ 
brows. 


JENNA CUMBERS/METRO WINNIPEG 



How to start a fire 
using ice 

Tools: foil, clear water, 
knife 

Shape a piece of foil 
into a bowl. Fill it with 
about 5 cm of water. 
Wait for it to freeze. 
Make a nest of tinder 
for later. Using a pock¬ 
et knife, shape the ice 
into a lens shape. (Re¬ 
member, lenses are 
thicker in the middle 
and narrower around 
the edges.) Polish your 
lens with your bare 
hands (the heat will 
help the lens become 
nice and smooth). An¬ 
gle the lens toward the 
sun and focus the light 
on the tinder nest. Be 
patient.... Fire! 


How to be alone 

Chances are, you’re by 
yourself How do you 
not go crazy until you 
find other people? 
Some suggestions: 
Write a stoiy or some 
poetry. Learn 
something new, like 
guitar. There must be 
plenty of guitars and 
Guitar for Dummies 
books around. Read. 
There will be other 
books near the guitar 
book. Listen to music, 
assuming there’s elec¬ 
tricity. Sing, dance, 
paint, do puzzles. 
Keeping your mind oc¬ 
cupied is key. 



Here's what to do dur¬ 
ing a power outage: 

• Turn off appliances 
to avoid a power 
surge when power is 
restored. 

• Do not touch electri¬ 
cal wires, appliances 
or devices. 

• Check for gas leaks 
and turn the valves off 
if you find one. 

• Prepare an invento¬ 
ry of what has been 
lost or damaged. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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INVENTORY 

CLEARANCE 

Dec 1 to Dec 31, 2011 Includes full warranty on all frames. 

* With the purchase of a pair of prescription lenses. 

454.20201 www.DoctorsEyeClinic.com 
Scotia Square | Spring Garden Rd. 

Lr. Sackville | Spryfield | Truro | Fall River 


Doctors 

Eye Clinic 
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Volkswagen has aspirations of big sales 
gains in North America and to do that 
means more product, better product and, 
especially in the case of the new Passat, 
product that s perceived as good value. 

Following a one-year absence, this mid-size four- 
door returns for 2012 with a base sticker price of 
about $23,500 on its window, which is about $9,400 
less than the 2010 version. The new Passat is nine 
centimetres longer overall and the distance between 
the front and rear wheels has been stretched by 
about the same amount. The new size is in line with 
models belonging to the rest of the mid-size seg¬ 
ment. 

The Passat s interior styling, inspired by 
Volkswagen s new-look Touareg sport ute, is clean, 
uncluttered and devoid of the trendy dashboard 
swoops and swirls. For the 2012 model year, VW 
has dropped the previously standard 200-horse- 
power 2.0-litre four-cylinder turbocharged power- 
plant for a less-expensive non-turbo 170-horsepower 
2.5-litre five-cylinder. A 280-horsepower 3.6-litre V6 
is optional, as is Volkswagen s hybrid-challenging 
140-horsepower 2.0-liter turbo-diesel that will give 
the Passat a claimed rating of 6.8 1/100 km on the 
highway (4.4 in the city). Passat s starting-point 
Trendline model is equipped with automatic climate 
control, cruise control, outside temperature display 
and Bluetooth short-range wireless connectivity. 

Also back after a year off is the Beetle, but 
this time with sharper styling, a roomier and up-to- 
date interior and more power. Oh, and the name has 
been shortened to just plain Beetle, if you please. 
Gone is the New Beetle's oval, almost cartoonish 
appearance, replaced by a longer hood and flatter 
roofline that ends in a rounded hatchway flanked by 
a set of prominent taillights. The Beetle is wider by 
more than three inches and has been lengthened 
by half a foot. Additionally, the distance between 
the front and rear wheels has been increased to 


Base prices (incl. destination) 

CC: Mid-sized sedan; $34,700 

Eos: Compact convertible; $40,400 

Golf: Compact hatchback; $21,400; $30,800 (GTI) 

Jetta: Compact sedan/wagon; $17,200 (sedan) 

Passat: Mid-sized sedan; $25,300 

Routan: Minivan; $30,150 

Tiguan: Compact SUV; $30,000 

Touareg: Mid-size SUV; $50,500 


2012 Tiguan 


create some much-needed rear-seat legroom plus 
a more generous stowage area. Inside, the more 
contemporary-looking cabin features easy-to-read 
dials and massive air vents that flank a carbon-fibre- 
look dashboard. 

The base model arrives with a 170-horsepower 
2.5-litre five-cylinder that pretty much carries over 
from the old New Beetle. Cptional is the popular 
140-horsepower 2.0-litre turbo-diesel (TDI). The top- 
rung and most performance-focused Beetle gets it 
done with a 200-horsepower 2.0-litre turbocharged 
four-cylinder. It s also the only model to include a 
standard rear spoiler. Entry-level Beetles showcase 
numerous power-operated accessories plus air con¬ 
ditioning, cloth-covered seats and an eight-speaker 
stereo. 

Besting the turbo Beetle s performance is 
the new two-door Golf R model with its 256-horse- 
power version of the GTI s familiar 2.0-litre turbo¬ 


charged four-cylinder engine, only available with a 
six-speed manual transmission and only available 
with all-wheel-drive to better help put the grunt to the 
road. 

Elsewhere, the Tiger-Iguana (Tiguan) has a 

little plastic surgery and now looks a bit like the larger 
Touareg. The horizontal grille splits bi-xenon (high 
and low beam) headlights and U-shaped LED (light 
emitting diode) on top-end models, while the rear tail- 
lights get some more subtle tweaks. 

This guide has a niie book .. .The information in this guide is accurate to the best of our abil¬ 
ity and knowledge at the time it was written. We say this because manufacturers are completely 
entitled to make changes after this writing and often do. Therefore, you can expect something to have 
changed from the time of writing to the time you ve read it. Most importantly, some manufacturers 
haven t finalized their lineups and all the options, etc., as of this writing, which means that we might 
include carryover pricing, features, etc., in some cases, and indicate it as such. 

Base price: Prices reflect the entry-level model in a given lineup. That is to say the price provided is 
the starting point. In most cases, prices have been provided by the manufacturer and then rounded 
up or down to the nearest $100 to reflect small changes that inevitably occur from time to time. It s 
also because the prices provided here are intended as a gauge of affordability and are not today s 
sale price, so do not quote these prices to your dealer. Prices do not include the tax you II pay, 
although most include the delivery charges (and are indicated as such where possible) which run 
from about $1,300-$1,600 (some are as high as $2,200). Where pricing is not yet available, we ve 
taken our best guess and added “(est.)” to the number. 


2012 Golf R 

















Hillcrest Volkswagen. 
Family Driven Since 1979. 
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You, 12 months from now 


O In one year’s time, we’ll have become more ‘sharing and caring,’ the world’s top trend-spotters tell Metro 
O We’ll share songs, docs and files without owning them, and we’ll care more about where our food comes from 



ANTHONY 

JOHNSTON 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


Computing on the cloud, 
holidaying on a farm and 
interacting with talking 
billboards are among the 
top things we’ll be doing in 
2012, the world’s leading 
trends potters tell Metro. 

“The new year will be a 
portrait of contrasts — 
great new techno-break¬ 
throughs and a rush to¬ 
ward embracing anything 
local, including crafts and 
foods,” says Marian Salz- 
man, president of Euro 
RSCG Worldwide PR. 


Surfin’ in the 'cloud’ 

Cloud computing will be 
the most talked-about 
trend over the next year. 

“Twelve months from 
now, most people under 
40 will be logging into a 
virtual file cabinet to pick 
up your work assignment 
or your shopping list,” 
Salzman tells Metro. 

“There are obvious pri¬ 
vacy issues that come with 
that,” says Ann Mack, di¬ 
rector of trend-spotting at 
global advertising agency 
JWT. 

“But overall, people are 
moving toward ‘access 
over ownership.’ Already 
you can access any song 
you like online without ac¬ 
tually owning it.” 


Other trends 


► Eco-cycology. We're seek¬ 
ing a more sustainable 
lifestyle — and we want 
the same from the brands 
we buy. Already Nike and 
Dell have programs where 
they take back old items 
from customers and recy¬ 
cle the material to use in 
new products. 


► Depression-era chic. Per¬ 
haps as a nod to our eco¬ 
nomic climate, designers, 
from Gucci to 
Roberto Cava Hi, 
showed swingy 
flapper dresses, ( 
complete with 
drop waists, 
deco touches 
and Zelda 
Fitzgerald as a 
muse. 

> Trading in. With 
wage freezes we 
all need some 
ways to get a bit 
of extra cash. 

'Recommerce' is the '' 
new buying where 
tech-savvy con- 2012 trend: 
sumersarere- 

selling or trading in old 
buys. Across the world, 
companies are already of¬ 
fering trade-in programs. 




MIA KORAB/METRO WORLD NEWS 


You might 
vacation on a 
sustainable 
farm. 


Life will ^ 
revolve around 
touchpads a lot 
more. 


The cloud — 1 
a virtual file 
cabinet — will 
hold your files 
and music. > 


People will 
want to know 
where their 
food comes 
. from. j 


Shop ethical: There’s 
an app for that 

Ethical shopping is set to 
rise, according to Salzman, 


with more and more peo¬ 
ple concerned about how 
their food products are 
sourced — and they’re in¬ 


vestigating with their 
smartphones. 

One smartphone app — 
GoodGuide — allows shop¬ 


pers to scan a product with 
their phone camera and 
find out how ethically re¬ 
sponsible the food compa¬ 
ny behind the product is. 

“Into the new year, our 
smartphone will increas¬ 
ingly become our compan¬ 
ion to what kind of cheese 
we’ll buy; we can find out 
if it was made in that 
trustworthy farm,” Salz¬ 
man says. 

The futurologist be- 
heves an overall citizen-led 
drive to target corporate 
responsibility is behind 
this. “On a macro level, it’s 
due to the general malaise 
in society that’s still 
around today. Wanting a 
sense of control in this 
chaos is a personal trig¬ 
ger,” Salzman adds. 

But we won’t just be act¬ 
ing ethical in the super¬ 
market aisles. Salzman 


predicts a rise in eco- 
tourism and spending vaca¬ 
tion time volunteering at 
farms over the next year. 

“Don’t be surprised if 
families take their ur¬ 
ban/suburban gardens one 
step further by going on 
‘farmcations,’” she says. 

“Think staying at sus¬ 
tainable farms where fami¬ 
lies can learn to grow their 
own foods in a nod to 2012 
survivalist fervor and to 
the need to know what 
they’re eating and to pay 
less for healthy food.” 

Say hi to a billboard 

Our lives will revolve even 
more than they already do 
around touchpad devices, 
whether it’s ordering in a 
restaurant or shopping in 
a department store. 

Barney’s department 
store in New York already 


boasts restaurant tables 
fitted with touchscreens; 
diners can digitally order 
their meal, then browse 
through the store’s cata¬ 
logue. 

And we’ll be “talking” 
to billboards, too: “Siri and 
other voice recognition de¬ 
vices are a big hitter now, 
but as people will get used 
to this phenomenon, we 
could be interacting with a 
talking billboard,” Mack 
told Metro. 

“Already in Japan, they 
have billboards that can 
detect with 90 per cent ac¬ 
curacy whether the passer¬ 
by is male or female, and 
then serve up an ad ac¬ 
cordingly. 

“Some people will say 
this is all straight out of 
[futuristic sci-fi movie] Mi¬ 
nority Report, but in reali¬ 
ty this is going to happen.” 


You see programs that help your child learn 
teamwork and social skills; they see a... 


cHOOfllOO^M 



o > 

The Little Gym offers a wide 
variety of classes that help 
children reach their greatest 
potential. Structured lessons, 
unique themes and a nurturing 
environment build confidence 
during each stage of childhood. 

Call or schedule a free 
introductory class online. 

The Little Gym of North Halifax 
www.tlgnorthhalifaxns.com 
1-902-431-KIDS (5437) ^ 

127 Chain Lake Drive, Bayers Lake Park " O 


Parent/ Child Classes • Pre-K & Grade 
School Gymnastics • Dance 
Karate Sports Skills j^L?ttl6 

Awesome Birthday Bashes VVviMf 
Parents' Survival Night tm0 X*"* 

Camp Serious Fun. 
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Get creative with canned food 


O Whether you like buying in bulk or you’re preparing for a disaster, you likely have a stash of canned goods 
gathering dust in your pantry O Emily Richards explains how to turn those staples into easy, tasty meals 


Drink of the week 


Hot Chocolate Blix 

Since this mix includes 
milk powder, all you have 
to do is add boiled water 
and enjoy! 

• 1 cup (250 mL) instant 
skim milk powder 

• Vb cup (150 mL) granulat¬ 
ed sugar 

• y 2 cup (125 mL) unsweet¬ 
ened cocoa powder 

In jar, stir together milk 
powder, sugar and cocoa 
powder until well 
combined. Store for up to 
2 months. When ready to 
make 1 mug of hot choco¬ 
late, bring about 1 cup 
(250 mL) of water to boil 
and whisk in 1/4 cup (60 
mL) of the hot chocolate 
mix until smooth. 


DINNER 

EXPRESS 

EMILY RICHARDS 

F00D@METR0NEWS.CA 

The flavour 
and spice lev¬ 
el in this one- 
pot meal will 
knock your 
socks off! 

If you’re not a fan of 
heat and spice, simply use 
half the package of paste. 
To change up the flavour, 
look for other paste or 
sauce packages such as 
peanut sauce for a Thai-in- 
spired dish. 

Preparation: 

I ln saucepan, heat oil 
over medium heat and 
cook onion for about 3 
minutes or until 



Ingredients: 

• 1 can (540 mL/19 oz) 
cooked diced potatoes, 
drained well 

• 1 large clove garlic, 
minced 

• 2 tsp (10 mL) dried parsley 
leaves 

• 1 tsp (5 mL) dried thyme 
leaves 

• Xa tsp (1 mL) cayenne 

• 1 can (398 mL/14 oz) 
creamed corn 

• 1 can (370 mL) 2% evapo¬ 
rated milk 

• 1 can (284 mL/10 oz) veg¬ 
etable broth 

• 1 Xa cups (300 mL) water 


EMILY RICHARDS IS A 
PROFESSIONAL HOME 
ECONOMIST, COOKBOOK 
AUTHOR & TV CELEBRITY 
CHEF. FOR MORE, VISIT 
EMILYRICHARDSCOOKS.CA 



ALL PHOTOS BY EMILY RICHARDS 



ONE DAY ONU 

TUESDAY, 00X27™ DAM - 6PM 

1661 Axgyle Sl fiisen]tgeAenIfiofB.oom All Sales Final 
Sorry, no hoUdsyzetums accepted on Dec. 27th. 


Living and working in Nova Scotia is a 
possibiiity with the right training 

Tfiiin fu H cufiMf in El<K;trof>ic^ Biginwriny in Tmunto 
Qfxl work In high <lcmar>d areas such as' manufacturing, 
t 0 «w»minunicstion 8 coast guard, shiptxjildjng 

Graduates work in careers such as: 

^ Bectronicri Technician ^ Systems Analyst 
• Biomedical Technioan .. Wireless Communications 

Find out more about 1 year, 2 year, and 2.75 year 

diploma and dogroo optJono. 

wwwrcclLca 

1-866-W7^)6«1 


Tip: You can find instant 
skim milk powder at bulk 
and health food stores. 

• EMILY RICHARDS 


softened. Stir in paste 
and rice until well coat¬ 
ed. Add water; bring to 
the boil. 


Cover and reduce heat 
to low and cook for 
about 10 minutes or un¬ 
til water is absorbed and 
rice is fluffy. Stir in veg¬ 
etables, tuna and pars¬ 
ley and let stand, 
covered, for 5 minutes 
before serving. 


THE imitMO MCf PO XINQ PA Y SALZ CONTINUESi 

60 % 

\OFP 

ALL CLOTHING! 


Korean Restaurant 


ALL LUNCH SPECIALS ii:3o-3:oo 
10% STUDENT DISCOUNT 

WITH VALID ID • AVAILABLE AT DINNER TIME ONLY 


ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ BUFFET $29 


425-4411 

www.kooenami.ca 
1535 Dresden Row Unit R-17 


LOYALTY CARD 
10th Lunch Free 
10th Buffet 50%off 
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Travel to the ends of the earth 

O If the world is (hypothetically) coming to an end, shouldn’t you see more of it first? 

O Canada has spectacular locations everyone should visit — whether the world is ending or not "tmottawa 


Pangnirtung, Nunavut 

A place where Scottish whalers would stop and 
trade with the Inuit, the Hudson’s Bay company set 
up a trading post there in 1921. Renowned for its 
printmaking and natural beauty, you can visit with 
locals and learn about traditional Inuit life. If 
anyone knows how to survive what looks like inhos¬ 
pitable conditions, it’s them. Learn to hunt, tan your 
own furs and navigate where a compass won’t work. 


Sirmilik National Park, Bylot Island, Nunavut 

The top of Canada is arid, dry and spectacular — and 
home to thousands of birds, a mountain that looks 
vaguely like a p 3 n:amid and a vast blasted landscape 
that you might have to get used to on the rest of the 
planet if the Mayans are right. Go in the summer 
when the day lasts 24 hours and make the most of 
the time you’ve got left. 


Nahanni River, Northwest Territories 

Sometimes billed as “trophy river” for canoeists and 
Whitewater rafting adventurers, the Nahani will test 
you. Caribou, rushing rapids, rugged forest, grizzly 
bears — but what are you scared of? The world is 
ending, right? You want to learn to survive or what? 



Clayoquot Sound, Vancouver Island, 

British Columbia 

In the 1990s this was the Ragnarok of the Canadian 
environmental movement, when foresters and tree 
buggers clashed. Now it’s an eco-tourism spot. If it 
doesn’t fall into the ocean when the big one hits, 
maybe this lush jewel will be a small oasis of life. 
Who knows? Maybe you can score some B.C. bud 
and sail through Armageddon stoned. 


Confederation Bridge, Prince Edward Island 

Nothing says the edge of Canada like a giant bridge 
stretching across the ocean. Sure, P.E.l. with its 
Anne of Green Gables stories and resort cabins does¬ 
n’t seem remote; it’s all rather quaint. But if aliens 
attack Canada Holl 5 ^ood-movie style. 
Confederation Bridge is definitely going to be on 
their list of targets and that will be something to 
see. 


stayner’s wharf 


Pub & Grill 


Im "VUvo 



The Doris Mason Quartet 


Tickets: 

$25 Per Person 

With a Special New Year’s Eve menu 

For advance table reservations 
call 492-1800 







Clip this ad to receive 25% off 

492-1800 • Halifax Waterfront • www.staynerswharf.com j 


(Food & Beverage Purchase, valid Jan 3-31 
Monday-Thursday 5pm-Close) 


BOXING WEEK 
BLOWOUT 

50% Off 
Selected 
Pet Supplies 



petvalu 

LytHjr pel • your store 


S686 Spring Garden Road, Halifax • 490-9900 
75 Peakview Way, Bedford • 83S-3224 


wwwp«tv»lu.com 


M Ori m v«ui. 
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The 2012 tech trends 


O If the Terminator series proves right (and who doubts it?) technology may not be our friend for much longer, 
so embrace it now O Here’s our look into the near future (no hoverboards, yet) O As ever, fighting games rule 


Grand Theft Auto V 


This is going to be huge. 
Like, Avatar-huge: The 
last Grand Theft Auto 
was the biggest video 
game launch of its time, 
and overall, the series 
has moved more than 
124 million copies. V is 
set in a warped version 
of Los Angeles, called 
Los Santos, and stars a 
family man pulled back 
into a world of crime. 
Horrific crime. Previous 
installments have been 



blamed for inciting real- 
life violence. Expect at 
least a mob ... at the 
video game store. No re¬ 
lease date yet. 


Playstation Vita 



Could this be the iPhone 
killer? With 3G mobile 
support and social net¬ 
working capability, the 
Vita (means “life” in Lat¬ 
in) is more than a 
portable video game 
player. But it is that too: 


titles such as Uncharted: 
Golden Abyss and Call of 
Duty will be available 
near launch. Some can 
be played via touch 
screen. Released in Eu¬ 
rope and North America 
in Februaiy. 


Windows 8: Touch 


The touch screen 
revolution comes 
to the PC, as 
Microsoft’s 
rumored new OS 
will support finger¬ 
clicking icons. 

The company 
could use the buzz. 

In the cool wars, 
they’ve lost to Ap¬ 
ple for decades. 



WiiU 


The original Wii ■ 
joysticks that looke* 
like nunchucks and 
family-friendly titles 
brought Nintendo back 
to the forefront of gam¬ 
ing, although the Xbox 
Kinect (no joystick 
required) later stole the 
spotlight. The Wii U 
does require a 
controller — but it’s got 
a touch screen, which 
means games can be 
played on the television 
or in your hand. Revolu- 





\ 


tionary, or too compli¬ 
cated? Find out while 
playing LEGO City Sto¬ 
ries or a new Pimkin. 
No release date yet. 


Mass Effect 3 


An intergalactic com¬ 
bat game. Mass 
Effect has never had 
the cachet of Call of 
Duty —in other 
words, dads haven’t 
heard of it. But it’s a 
big deal to gamers. 
The final chapter 
continues 
Commander 
Shepard’s battle 
against the evil 
Reaers. Released 
March 9. osamcastone 



The Amazing 
Spider-Man 



Tied into this summer’s 
movie reboot, this 
Activision title allows 
you to venture all over 
the big city, slinging 
webs 

at anyone — a 
significant change from 
previous Spidey games 
where you were stuck 
on one track. Also a 
bonus: A writer from 
Battlestar Galactica 
helped pen the plot. 



HMINC 


hairdressers ‘Market Qnc 

Your Yfair Care Centraf 

1226 Hollis St, Halifax NS . 425 3225 


Just in time for that perfect New Year’s look! 




REGULAR PRICED 
HUMAN HAIR 
EXTENSIONS! 


Clip in Sets: 
14-16-18-20-22” iengths 


On the Weft: 
14-16-18-22” iengths 


Facebook 


While supplies iast. 


While supplies last. 
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FOR THE LATEST SPORTS 
NEWS, INCLUDING THE 
TORONTO RAPTORS’ BOXING 
DAY SEASON OPENER 
AGAINST THE CAVALIERS IN 
CLEVELAND, VISIT 
METRONEWS.CA. 


MoneyProvider.c 


I $500 Loan 

and 



need MPHEYt 

/No credit checks 
/Fast approvals 




And get cash now!! 
www.mynextpay.com 


A brave new sporting world 


O If we’re not all reduced to rubble, we could see sports get a whole lot wackier beyond 2012 



MICHAEL COHEN/GETTY IMAGES FILE 


Ask anyone from a previ¬ 
ous generation and they’ll 
surely enlighten you as to 
how “sports ain’t what 
they used to be.” Until the 
end of 2012 those were 
just the Growings of the be¬ 
wildered and beleaguered. 
Fans of the future, know 
they will have a valid 
claim... 

2037: With ratings on the 
decline due to the influx of 
violent and gambling reali¬ 
ty shows (“Monkey Knife 
Fight”; “Trillion Dollar 
Deficit Coin-Flip”; “Casino 
vs. Robosaurus”; “Who Has 
The Toughest Automatic 
Dishwasher.. .Literally?”), 
the now-completely hair¬ 
less UFC president Dana 
White melds Mixed Mar¬ 
tial Arts with Texas Hold 
‘Em: As Real A Semi-Bluff 
As It Gets! 

2049: After locking out its 


players for a combined 
15th time this century, 
many NBA and NFL players 
head back to college to fin¬ 
ish their degrees (and to 
take advantage of the fact 
the NCAA is now paying its 
“amateur” athletes up¬ 
wards of $2 million a se¬ 
mester, along with 
all-you-can-sit tattoos). The 
pros arrive to find the 
March Madness tourna¬ 
ment has ballooned to 
16,388 schools (14 rounds 
plus two play-in games) 
and begins the previous 
June. Football still rebuffs 
a playoff system, making 
all but one of the 78 
bowls utterly inane. 
(Though the Visa Halftime 
Show sponsored by Dori- 
tos at the Meineke Car 
Care Bowl presented by 
Fannie Mae would have 
been great if it wasn’t for 


FRANK MICELOTTA/GETTY IMAGES FILE 



all the commercials.) 

2062: Fogs! 

2087: Proving Darwin’s 
theory correct, decades of 
relentless texting has led 
to the thumb being the 
strongest appendage on 
most humans. What start¬ 



ed with Pro Thumb Wrest¬ 
ing (“It’s totally fake!”) 
evolves into the Thumb 
Ol 3 mipics. Events include 
s 5 mchronized scrolling and 
the modern pha- 
langeathalon. Most con¬ 
testants aren’t very 
polished. 

2112: In an ongoing effort 
to reduce concussions, the 
NHL, which at last count 
had expanded to 78 teams. 
Anally arrives at a “solu¬ 
tion” to head shots by boil¬ 
ing the game down to a 
99-shot per team shootout 
(with the provisos that no 


player can skate beyond 
the hashmarks for fear of 
running into the goalie 
and any shot above the 
waist results in a lifetime 
ban.) Coaches give them¬ 
selves concussions from 
shaking their heads. Don 
Cherry’s ghost, drawn 
back from the abyss eveiy 
Saturday night with the 
promise of a new garish 
suit, calls Gaiy Bettman W 
a joke. Of course, flghting 
is still allowed ... how else 
to keep up with Ultimate 
Poker? 

• EDWARD FRASER/FOR METRO 


Five sports signs of the apocalypse 




PHILIP 

CROUCHER 

(©METRONEWS.CA 


METRO CANADA IN HALIEAX 


1 Professional athletes 
realize just how over¬ 
paid they are and de¬ 
cide en masse to take a 50 
per cent pay cut, which in 
turn sees ticket prices cut 
in half allowing middle 
class families to again cheer 


on their home teams. As 
well, fans are in jerseys, in¬ 
stead of three-piece suits, at 
arenas throughout leagues. 
Yonge Street is 
lined for miles with 
cheering fans as 
Toronto’s beloved Maple 
Leafs do the unthinkable 
and win the Stanley Cup. 
Sure, the team needed the 
winning goal in Game 7 of 
the final to take a 


favourable ricochet off the 
glass on an overtime dump 
in, but Leaf fans don’t 
care. They are happy to be 
the loveable losers no 
more. 

Soccer overtakes 
hockey to become 
the most watched 
sport in Canada. CBC cash¬ 
es in by dumping Hockey 
Night in Canada in favour 
of Soccer Night in Canada, 


with Coaches Comer fea¬ 
turing Ron McLean and 
Don Cheny in T-shirts and 
shorts no less. 

The CFL, in an at¬ 
tempt to boost TV 
ratings and ticket 
sales, decides to have a one- 
round MMA flght between 
opposing players to decide 
who gets first possession. 
This fills seats well before 
kick-off. 


5 The golf world is 
stunned when Tiger 
Woods, who hasn’t 
won a sanctioned PGA event 
in years, quits the tour and 
joins the LPGA. The LPGA is 
thrilled to have him, since 
someone might actually 
watch. As for Woods, not on¬ 
ly does he now have to wear 
a skirt when he plays, he 
thinks he can overtake Jack 
Nicklaus’ major wins. 
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Where do we go from here? 

O Metro guest columnist Greg Downs looks at how pro sports could evolve and the future of athletic culture 


ABELIMAGES/GETTY IMAGES FILE 



Equality in dressing rooms: 

If the world of sports is 
the last mainstream closet, 
then the next 50 years will 
open doors. 

There is a short histoiy 
of openly gay athletes, 
mainly because of the stig¬ 
ma athletes who come out 
face. 

However the mentality is 
set to change in locker 
rooms and front offices 
around North America. 

The NFL, largely consid¬ 
ered to be the toughest are¬ 
na to be a gay athlete, 
wrote legislation into the 
new collective bargaining 
agreement, barring any dis¬ 
crimination based on sexu¬ 
al orientation. 

It’s a sign of things to 
come when high-profile, 
truculent personalities 


such as Brian Burke voice 
their concerns and walk in 
the Gay Pride Parade. 

New national sport: 
Canada’s national sport will 
be forced to take a back 
seat as concussions, and 
changing population push 
soccer to the forefront of 
the sporting landscape. 

According to Stats Cana¬ 
da by 2031 as much as 28 
per cent of the population 
will be of foreign birth, 
bringing the world’s most 
popular game with them. 

Toronto FC and the Van¬ 
couver Whitecaps are al¬ 
ready among the MLS 
leaders in attendance and 
Canada’s third franchise, 
the Montreal Impact, will 
join this summer. 

As concussion informa¬ 
tion develops, and head in¬ 


juries become more preva¬ 
lent in contact sports, soc¬ 
cer will become the safer 
alternative. 

International Hockey 
League: With many NBA, 
and NHL markets strug¬ 
gling to keep up with the 
growing player salaries, the 
lure of foreign markets will 
spawn international 

leagues. 


The money has already 
been proven to exist. 

In 2010 SKA Saint Peters¬ 
burg offered Ilya Kovalchuk 
the same $100 million deal 
as the one he signed with 
the New Jersey Devils, a 
sum many NHL clubs could¬ 
n’t afford. 

NBA player Deron 
Williams signed a big deal 
overseas (one-year, $5 mil¬ 


lion) during the recent lock¬ 
out. His number was even 
retired after just 15 games. 

Pay to play: In the next 
half century college and 
university athletes will lose 
their amateur status. 

While organizations bice 
the NCAA have fought and 
fined to keep players from 
making money, the pres¬ 
sure on big schools to re¬ 
cruit will force the league 
to adapt. 

There’s just too much 
money on the line. Both 
BCS championship teams, 
LSU and Alabama will re¬ 
ceive $18 million for play¬ 
ing the biggest college 
game of the season. 

Many schools and boost¬ 
ers have already shown the 
willingness to throw large 
sums of cash at high school 


ers and it will be impossible 
for the NCAA to stop it. 

Front court — Front of¬ 
fice: Athletes will elevate 
from highly paid stars, to 
player/owners as teams tiy 
to lure them to their city. 

Owners routinely hand 
over power of their teams 
to stars, and based on cur¬ 
rent contracts, ownership is 
next. Albert Pujols was 
handed a $252 million con¬ 
tract this month by the L.A. 
Angels. It’s a deal worth 
more than the amount 
owner Art Moreno paid for 
the team ($181 million in 
2003). Alexander 

Ovechkin’s 13 year $124 
million deal is only $10 mil¬ 
lion shy of Forbes’ estimat¬ 
ed worth of the Phoenix 
Coyotes franchise. 

• GREG DOWNS/FOR METRO 


metr® classifieds 



General Help 


Ladies are you looking for extra cash? 
Do you like scented products? 
Scentsy is the perfect home based 
business for you! 

Call me to discuss your options! 
https://sharonsweenev.scentsv.ca 


Sharon Sweeney 

Independent Consultant 

902 - 471-7797 


January Host 1/2 Price 
Rewards are DOUBLED 
Call me to Book YOUR PARTY! 


Halifax Driving School 

Defensive Driving Course $80 
Start Date Jan 15“' 

Learn to Drive $625 taxes INC 
Start Dates Jan & 2 i'‘ 

25 hrs of Classroom training 
10 hrs of Driving 

Please call 454-0672 to book your spot! 


Place your ad in 
Metro classifieds 

metroclassifieds.ca 

1 800 527-6767 


S like us 


MERCHANDISE 


Public Auctions 


AUCTION 

In accordance with the Warehouseman's 
Lien Act, there will be sold by public 
auction the abandoned properties stored 
at Storage Inn Self Storage, 3490 Prescott 
St., Halifax, N.S. The auction will take place 
on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 
starting at 10:30 am at 
3490 Prescott Street, Halifax, N.S. and at 
subsequent sales until sold. 

The personal effects and belongings of the 
following tenant will be sold: 
Corinne Strangward Unit 1150 
Kent Bonamy Unit 1273 

Walter Coombs Unit 2160 

Elizabeth Herritt Unit 1099 

Items to be auctioned include misc. household 
goods, furniture, tools etc. 


Relocating from North Pole due 
to effects of climate change. 
Seeking sublet with large garage 
or workshop. Pet (reindeer) 
friendly. Naughty need not 
respond. Visit 

www.WhereWillSantaLive.ca 

for more details. 


PERSONALS 


LET’S TALK 
MAN-TO-MAN 

If you’re a man who’s had sex 
with a man we want to hear 
what’s on your mind. Be part 
of our confidential survey and 
help us build a healthy 
community. Call us toll-free: 
1 - 855 - 846 -MALE ( 6253 ) 

Learn more at malecalLca 


RED HOT COUGAR MASSAGE 
81 WAY MORE I/O! 
www.RedHotCougar.com 
Call Lana at ( 902 ) 209-6852 



CAVELIER KING 
CHARLES 
SPANIEL PUPS 
(902)-765-0885 

Needled, dewormed, 
vet checked & healthy. 
House trained. Males/females, 
Blenheims $400 -$600 


Paralegal 

wvw.lsiwcomi 



HEALTH & BEAUTY 


General Services 


General Services 


Be a NON smoker in just 1 hr! 

New Laser Treatment Available 
Pain FREE and 90% Effective 
T-Zone Laser Spa 

1-888-525-8588 or 450-5327 

Give Yourself A New Outlook 
On Life In 2012! 


HOUSEHOLD 

SERVICES 


General Services 


Bi CARPETS 

looo's yards of NEW carpet 
Will carpet living room and 
hall from $389 (25yds) 
Commercial/Residential/ 
Laminate 
Call Phil for FREE 
Measure and Estimate 
9024444766 
www.caroetileals.ca 


Enjoy the night in for a change with 
Red Seal Chef Kerina Dykstra 
www.letseatns.com 902-300-1268 
*Entree Services *Dinner for 2 
P^ect Pairings Progressive Dinner 
~ “Have 

XX 

f/nM ® 

day! 


PATCHWORKS 

ASPHALT SERVICES 

DAUF vQii p'pi;;nrcM «;y 

• Wa 81111(1 Nnv Dil—■■ 

• WeRepalfCr»cla8PPt>jg|pj^WiyiW."^ll 

• Wa Build Qraval 

• Wa Spray Satd 


• AlliMwii OuaraMaail 


FREE ESTIMATES ' 

471-7277 

StftWIG ALL or HUM « WWW Falcliwor1i«l*iiv(no.ca 




VANNIE’S STONEWALL 

Repairs, steps, walkways, concrete etc. 
Clean up jobs - yards, basements, etc. 
20 % off! 902-435-9343 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Community Events 


Junk Removal 


TIME TO TOSS IT 
Debris removal. Estate clean-ups, small 
demos, unit clear-outs, basements, yards 
and construction - call 449-0232 


Community Events 


ANNUAL BEDFORD LIONS CLUB 
NEW YEAR'S LEVEE 




1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
A at LeBrun Center in 
• . Bedford 

Fish chowder will be 
Tdi served as well as 
other snacks. 




SACKVILLE N.S. LIONS CLUB 
NEW YEARS DANCE 

101 Old Beaverbank Road 
Lower Sackville, N.S. 

Cash Bar & Free Punch 8 pm 
Finger Food During the Evening 

MUSIC BY: 

COUNTRY COUSINS 

Tickets $25.00 per couple or $15.00 per single 

For More information & tickets please contact: 
^ flTl * Harold Campbell - 864-2672 

Lion John Campbell - 864-0230 
Lion Jim Sherry - 865-3309 
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Mayan Calendar Puzzle 


Many are dreading 
2012, as it supposedly 
means dark days are 
ahead as foretold by 
the Mayan calendar. 
Wrong! The truth is, 
it’s just the end of a 
cycle of the Mayan 
calendar. To the 
Mayans, that was a 
time to celebrate. So, 
2012 is more like a 
brand new day rather 
than an end of days. 
2012 is going to be 
just fine. 

• LARRY HUMBER 
Across 

1 The Mayan Calendar is 

known as the Maya_ 

Round (a word meaning 
holy) 

4 The Maya had_day 

names, nearly three 
times as many as we 
have 

9 McHattie of Immortals 
and the disaster film 
2012 

10 What the Maya 


called day 19; it means 
rain storm (it's also a 
kind of canoe if you 
change the middle let¬ 
ter) 

11 If things go as some 
say in 2012, we'll be 

needing more than_ 

salts to cure our ills 

12 Predominantly Mus¬ 
lim nation in West 
Africa 

13 A New Testament 
book 

15 Scarlett O'Hara's 
home 

18 Shake violently 
21 Basketball's “Shag" 

23 Information fed into 
a computer 

24 Adopts: 2 wds. 

25 John_played 

writer Jackson Curtis in 
2012 

26 _& Demons was a 

Dan Brown book and 
later a film starring Tom 
Hanks 

Down 

1 In the film 2012, Lilly is 


the_of Noah (they're 

Curtis's kids) 

2 Maia Chiburdanidze 

was women's world_ 

champ 

3 Digs up or brings to 
light 

5 Rouse from sleep 

6 One who's into astrol¬ 
ogy, say: 2 wds. 

7 Country folk 

8 Terminates 

14 The Mayan calendar 
is used to this day in this 
part of Mexico (it's an 
anagram of APHASIC) 

15 The Mayan calendar 
is known to scholars as 

the_(the answer is 

close in spelling to The 
Lord of the Rings au¬ 
thor) 

16 Crazy person 

17 Symbolic figures as 
found in the Mayan cal¬ 
endar 

19 The_calendar was 

an adaptation of the 
Mayan 

20 Erodes,_away 

22 Come as a result 



Solution 

3nSN3 zz pue S1V3 'OZ 
'D31ZV 'SHdAlD 'Ll 
'DVINVIAI '91 'NIMIOZI 
•5 t 'SVdVIHD -171 'saN3 
•8 ‘S13>IOA'^ 'd3DV /\A3N 
•9 'N3MVAA-5 ‘S3IA)nH 
-X3-E‘SS3HD 'Z ‘d31SIS 'l 
NMOa 

S13DNV ' 9 Z pue XDVSflD 
•53'dnS3>IVl-l72'indNI 
•E3 ‘W3N,0 'iz‘3iyi 
-IDV 'SI 'VdVl -51 'SIDV 
•Et ‘WD 3N3S 'Zl 'lA)OSd3 
'll 'XVMVX 'OT ‘N3Hd31S 
•6 'A1N3M1 -17 'QBdDVS 'l 
SSOdDV 


, NOTE: The solu- 
;ii j tionsforthe Dec. 
24th crossword 
and Sudoku will ap¬ 
pear in the Jan. 3 issue of 
Metro. If you can’t wait until 
then, go to metronews.ca for 
the answers. 


Numerology 


Numerology of¬ 
fers a personali¬ 
ty and lifestyle 
profile that can 
help unlock the 
mysteries of the 
past, present and future. 
Numbers help predict out¬ 
comes — so you can 
enhance relationships, ca¬ 
reer and overall living! 



Number One 

Celebrate: You will inspire 
people willing to hear 
your point of view. Not on¬ 
ly will they be impressed 
with your vision, but they 
will tell others about you. 
Watch out for: Not just one, 
but many people will con¬ 
front you with matters of 
the heart. If you are not in¬ 
terested, then be honest. 


Number Two 

Celebrate: Aggressive folks 


who have rattled your 
chain in the past will ask 
you for forgiveness. Your 
career will pick up 
tenfold, so be ready to 
take on new responsibili¬ 
ties and exciting 
experiences. 

Watch out for: Try not to 
push things. If it does not 
fit, do not force it. Relax 
and let things go. 

Number Three 

Celebrate: You have done 
things for people that oth¬ 
ers would not think of do¬ 
ing. This year coworkers, 
friends and family will 
show their gratitude for 
your kindness. 

Watch out for: Your loyalty 
will be questioned two 
times in 2012; however, as 
long as you remain calm 
and cool, your maturity 
will shine through. 


Number Four 

Celebrate : Folks will come 
to you throughout the 
year. They will use you as 
a distraction from their 
woes. Do not shun them. 
Make money from it, or 
least earn good karma. 
Watch out for: All will be 
meriy for the first part of 
the year, but in mid-2012 
you need to be watchful of 
people who say they love 
you, but hurt you most. 

Number Five 

Celebrate: Your creative 
side will bubble over in 
2012. Business, career, 
love and spiritual ideas 
you have been putting off 
will now ignite and you 
will soar to new heights. 
Watch out for: People with 
good intentions will try to 
persuade you not to take a 
chance. Hear their advice, 
but ultimately listen to 
your heart and go with 
your intuition. 


How it works 


► It starts with your birth 
date — month, day, year. 

► Break down your numbers 
to a single digit. 

► For example, say you were 
born on Dec. 20,1971. De¬ 
cember is the 12th month, 
so break the month down: 
1+2 = 3 


Number Six 

Celebrate: In 2012 smiling 
and laughing will have 
more of an affect on your 
life than you could ever 
imagine. Folks may test 
you many times and in 
many ways, but you will 
pass them all. 

Watch out for: Taking 
things personally will only 
cause stress. When others 
try to dish discomfort, de¬ 
flect it by saying to 
yourself: “I am peaceful, 
and peace is with me.” 


► The 20th day — break it 
down: 2 -ho = 2 

► The year 1971 — break it 
down: H-9-H7-H = 18. Break 
it down again to a single 
digit: n-8 = 9 

► Now add up all three final 
numbers: 3+2-1-9 = 14 

► Break 14 down and your 
final answer is 1+4 = 5 

► You are a number 5 


Number Seven 

Celebrate: Say what is on 
your mind, and do not 
hesitate to do what you 
feel. As long as it does not 
hurt anybody, do as you 
like and live how you 
want. 

Watch out for: Acquaintanc¬ 
es may judge you 
incorrectly. But do not 
worry, because in the first 
quarter of 2012 they will 
learn to appreciate your 
character and cherish 
your friendship. 


Number Eight 

Celebrate: Somebody 
between the ages of 21 
and 35 will praise your 
name, and if they do this 
at work, your income will 
increase sooner rather 
than later. 

Watch out for: Do not 
answer any questions that 
will turn into deeper ques¬ 
tions. Getting into the nit¬ 
ty gritty of things is not 
necessaiy. 

Number Nine 

Celebrate: If somebody 
owes you money, you can 
look forward to getting 
some of it back, and just 
when you need it most. 
Watch out for: Focus on 
your health, especially if 
you do not have the best 
of health right now. 

A SYNDICATED ASTROLOGIST, CERISE 
FAIRFAX IS PUBLISHED IN VARIOUS 
NEWSPAPERS AND ONLINE COMMU¬ 
NITIES. SHE IS ALSO A LIFE COACH 
COUNSELOR. CHECK HER OUT AT 
CERISEFAIRFAX.COM 
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DARTMOUTH * 402 WINDMILL ROAD, DARTMOUTH, NS • 466-9S50 
HALIFAX • 3330 KEMPT ROAD HALIFAX • 453-3477 
WWW.OREGANSKIA.COM 











































HAS AmEAOY BEEN WON 
PLAYING CONNECT & WIN 
ATOHEGANSONROBIE! 


^ 2455.650 
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wmFRwifm 


2011 CHEVCRUZE 


VALUED AT $1698 A 

\UtUTeo AMMTt ^ MSnn ri Mnc . C^tAiAOOMkfTW 


MSRP$24J93 21 CHOOSE FROM 


WIHTER UMTS‘UUDFIAPS-EXT f/MMAm 


NO PAYMENTS 

3 MONTHS 


BLOWOUT PAYMENT ^<^$132b/w 


0% nN/mamAmABiE 


EVERYONE’S A WINNER WITH 

CONNECT 

O 

PUY TODAY AT O'REGAN'S OH ROBIE 


UP TO 


ro ^ 10,000 ^ 

TERRAIK EQUINOX 



2011CHEV MALIBU 


2011CHEVIMPA1A 




16 CHOOSE FROM 


BiomuTPRKE *^$22,586 
nomnpAmim *^$134w 
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BumuTPRicE ^$25,228 
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2011BUICK REGAL 




SCH(H)SEPROU 


uowmPRICE *^$29,990 
RLomnPAmm *^$J84tirt 
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2011 BUiCK LUCERNE 




4 CHOOSE FROM 


BLOWOUT PRKE $21909 

BLOWOUTPAYUEIfT *"$I79 mw 
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StXAvAKH) 


2011 CHEVTRAVERSE 


7 CHOOSE FROM 


BIOWOUTPRICE *"$28.7/5 
BLOWOUT PArUERT *"$/87m 


0% Fmuicmmium 




2011 BUICK ENCLAVE 


$■) - I.IN 


S CHOOSE FROM 


BLOWOUT PRICE *"$46,900 
BLOWOUTPAVUEHJ *"$286»fi. 
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2011CHEV COLORADO EXT CAB 


9CHOOSEFROM 


BLOWouTPRia *"$19,789 
BLOWOUTPAnum *"$139a* 




2011GMC SIERRA REG CAB 




S CHOOSE FROM 


BiowouTPRia *"$17,438 
BiaWOUTPAYUEm *"$107vk 
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2011 CHEV SILVERADO EXT CAB 


8 CHOOSE FROM 


mmuTPm *"$26,438 

BLOWOUT PAfyEHT ^$162t» 


^ 2011 GMC SIERRA CREW CAB 





to CHOOSE FROM 


BLOWOUTPRICE *"$27,650 
BUtWOUTPATUEm *"$169ii» 





CHEVROLET I BUICK 
GMC CADILLAC 


2477 ROBIE STREET, HALIFAX 
WWW.OREGANSONROBIE.COM • 422-8S51 


DmVING HIGHCII STANOARDa 


YOUR HALIFAX GM^ 

HEADQUARTERS 






























































